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I BY ORDm OF TllE Em-'UTRIX OF 'lllJ LATE BILL IWl'l'Ill'S I 
i Lmll'Il!E COLLrel'~O! ~F-o~ -rors I BOOKS ' 

L_::s~ED roR mE ~~ wm, AIL _:::_s::_J 
1m...!I - 21 copi es 1 d Union 1m'...£. - 50 copies 2d Union 1 
Jack's having serial Nos, bel ow Jack's in s erial No, range 1001 ( 
300, Some covers worn, to 1<:f!I, Very good condition , i 

,---· - - .. -·- .... ·-- .. ·-----J 
~ - 26 copies Id Union 1m.....2i - 60 copies 2d Union , 
Jack' s in serial l!o, range 424 Jack's in seri al No, ronge 1108 ! 

i to 484, Some covers worn, to 1196, Very good conditi on, ! 
1·-~-;;::-;-:;:;;-;;,:;;.--·r ;-54 -75 copies 2d Union • 1 
i Jack's in serial !lo. ronge 502 ! Jack' s in serial llos . range 12C<J, 
J to 627. Some covers worn. . ! to 1296, Very good condition . ! 
~ .... -I«! ___ .., . ___ ... _ .......... _+---------- ... - "! 

i ~ - 54 copi es 1-!d, Union ! l!!L5i - 55 copies 2d Union ! 
l Jack ' s in serial No. range 729 i Jade's in serial No, range 1301 l 
j to 885, Good condition , l to 1387, Very good condition , ! 
§- ,--1, .. N _____ , ___ .., __ ..,. ... __ ,,_ __ ,. ___ l_lfol< ..... -~ 

l lm'...21. - 7 copie s 2d Union l ~ - 85 copies 2d Union ! 
l Jack ' s in serial No, range 900 ! J ack ' s i n serial No, range 1400 i 
l to 1000, Very good conditi on . to 1530, Very good conditi on, j 
l __ _ .. _,...,,,, ___ ..,, ____ --..J. --- .. -4 
I PLEA.SE QOOl.'E wr NOOERS. l I =~~ ONLY AT RS &rAGE. l 
i,,,, ____ ..,..,._,,,,,...,___ I "'-*1 
j ! ~ - Mrs, I, Carpenter, l 
, 230, Watford Rood, I 
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CONSPIRJ.CY 
It is rare that an edito r finds i n his paper s anothing which he 

did not know was going to be there , but that was my l ot l est month, 
Vhen I opened ury own advance copy of the 2<X)th number of Coll ectors I 

Digest I t hought for a manent that some calamity had occurred . fut 
when I realised that I was the victim of a deep-l aid conspir acy I some
how felt that jpyful st irring of the heart which only comes once i n a 
lifetime , 

The secret had been well kept . I fowld that even my own f amily 
had been in on it - and I had never once had an i nkling of what was in 
th e wind, Naturally I r eproved my printer s (in a r ath er luke-wlU'lll 
f ashion) fo r allowing onyone to tink er wit h the mognzille, and my 
print ers were contrite ( also in a l uke-WIU'lll fashion ), 

That insert in our 200th issue i s something which I will cherish 
till my dyi ng day, I am not c onceited enough t o thick thllt I am 



deserving of all the very _ nice thiDgs vbich were writt en about me, but 
for many deys since it has been pleasant to hold wru.sually high my in 
evitably swollen head . lly very grateful thanlra t o all who were con
cerned in l"tt ing such a chru:ming plan into operatio n. 

Gret et\11 thanlra, t oo, to the great mass of readers whose l et ters 
flooded into Excelsior Rouse in the fortnight following t he !"blica t ion 
of No. 200. I should like to print them all , but to do so would 
occupy every inch of the magazi ne for a couple of months at le ast . I 
will j ust concl ude by quoting an East .!ngl.ian read er who wrote: "So 
oft en advance blurbs are not to be r el i ed upon. You told us that th e 
200th number would be th> greatest issue of Collecto r s ' Digest yet 
!"bli shed . It was! The greateat and fillest of all time . " 

Thank you, readers all , for yc:All WOnderful res ponse and co-ope~ 
ation . I ..,. ao happy tha t C,D. No. 200 made x.cl.!! hsppy. 

ANO'I'm\ BOUQUET 
Having give n our printers a luke-WOl'l!I dressing-down and rece ived 

th eir luk-= apolo,;i.es it will not caoo amiss if I now pcy tribute 
to them. In turning out our Doubl e N1m1ber in the hei ght of the holiday 
season and r.wking a moat wonderful job of it , they did us proud. It 
Jook many weeks longer t hlln with a normal issue, and it entai led con
~nuous atre&:11of varying instructions by mail nnd telep, one from a 
fuss-pot of nn editor. They never turned a hair , and if the young 
lady at the e n::l of the line said "It ' s that m'UL man again , 11 she said 
it so that I did not hear it . Coll ectors ' ~est oves a l ot to maey 
people - and hi;!:h up on the list of good f olk to whom we owe a r eal 
debt cooe the wonderful York ~plicating Services . (Bl ess then ! ) 

GREYFRIAllS ;B4CK 
It is good news tha t sane of the earlie r work of Frank Richards 

is to appesr in the hi;!:h-cl.o.ss periodical LOOK nnd LEA!m. Yith the 
sad cemocy of Rookwood in the Knockout, with first-clas s stories re
duced t o indiff erenc e by mutil ation and change , we r eee rve any comment 
at the maoont. The promise seems to be that the old st orie s will be 
reprinted word f or word. If thia is done, LOOK and LEARN can expect 
every support froc Collec tors' Digest readers . 

THE 19§3 .ANNUAL 
Yitb this issue we send the usual order f orm for the 1963 

Collect ors' Dig,;st Annual . I t hardly seems possible that "Annual 
Tille" i s round aeatn - but far maJ\Y weeks we have bean in the thick 
of preparing thi s giant Year Book. Onoe again , i t is our aim to make 

.J.t.lll.~..t:i..w..LQJ'....~.U .. j~t.-------· ·-----
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I t will help us if you can send in your order early. To ensure 
no possible disapp:,intment, an advance order is necessary . I t is not 
possible to print many extro copies to cater f or poesible late orders. 
The cost of th e Annual is as usual 15/ - plus 1/6 towards post and 
packet . 

Also on the ord er fen:, is space for any advertisBDent which yru 
Cll\Y like to include in this widely -read producti on. The cost of 
advertisements in the Annual is twopence per word, serial m,mbers 
counting as one word. I f you hllve sanething t o advertise - wants or 
disposals - please do. The more advertisements we cat obtain, the 
more help ve got towards our very heavy production costs . 

Next month we shall l ift the curtain am let you knDw saae of the 
treats in storo in the 1963 Collectors' Digest .Arunlal. 

THE EDITOR. 

****** 
OBITUARY 

ROBm FARISH, Mallsknowe, Longtown. Died at the age of 62. 

Mr. Farish contracted polio at 16 years of age . Was severely 
hllndicapped, and since the age of 50 has been confined to a wheelchair . 
Was mainly responsible for the formation of the local branch of the 
British Polio Fellowship. Served as secretaxy, chai=an and president. 
He had a number of stories ond articles in Longtown dialect rublish ed 
by the Lakeland Dialect Society. A keen reader of Collectors • Di8est 
over many years. 

* * * * * * * * * 
~: 1-2 ~~;~,;~ Hergnet No. 1ij31 • 1526 ln mint condltton . t:1 
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~~ac:~lt~ay ::tc;:,9 D;g~~~·6/!~1f!~!s :!1~:i~~fo/~:1~ i!:S,~:.-
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~ l1lnt coodltlon •sexton Blake Ubrerl e,t 1956 - 196} , •Boys will be BQJ's" 
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HAIL and ''REWELL 
IZ..!mUll! 

~· Ul• Bor,Ser our trtema bl.Te an anctent prv,ert, - ' l• NUl an IP-Ihm 1Ull C#'9lck' lil ldl , t.r'lllWted trom tb• CMllC t.ell.a UI . , trltnd' • .,. IS • good a lrT"Cr.• 
Tblt. aurel.7 ..- ~ t.he rd a t.tonltl lp btc."tn Saion lltk e end bis hon or dlren. To 
1e mrr, ot us , he ~ • Nal friend or lone atlnd lnc n:I btcauN M a lmat l a 1 .. pr1nt.ed on our cbareottrt, u .. n u on our Maru , t i.• • W onl7 aern to ~ raUler ibsl dea1i'o1' \bll 1...,......,. t lpn. 

FAdl mihor and utlst pnN1:1t«1 a d.ltrfflrlt f8Cet or 1bl1 mri 1t>o t>ec-=-tor COQDtlUI UloU.IMdl Ult tpl'41:11 or all ttw. ... but In u. Br1tUb ebal"ICtfft: .. T•t 
ftn'7'0l')I • Md toll.oMd bla r ..:iu, ad'nnturu tree tbt vtcc.ortan .... to Ult pre.mt. 
Eli sabet.hen ,iage hu , l • Q\llt.t II.IN, alwa,1 Nd a """" clear 11::qt In their Olll'I mtnd•t .,. . Cow1U t 11 Nan ... hi.II a1 a trl eM a, eqJ&ll7 iq)orl.#lt. , u &Ulde m aentor lD metr t111ru1IONl)l t ,..... ao U.t U.re an N'7 ._. tflo Mt"t C11iN to reDNllbc" atnon 8lakt wl tb nal .i'f tet lan t or Ulit btl,p bt pTe tbm Urcuch bJ• w\N Ullll)lt . 

Rfflnl N\ Sbkt at a "al.17 ltl'l7 c • t can 'Ptall r.,,. Plnonal uptrlence . ,ort1mal lclC6 or b1a wu a., or t.he .i.m pennt Ntplas a t1at.cbtul qe mo nstn..1n lr11 
hind er, the JOWIC, Ici>tt.\klUa Tint.tr IIINlt raulu , t,y eontra.tt , had \heir owi appeet . 

Tbffl, haTlnc dt lC(Jftl"ed a "1eJ.e ftftl IIDJ'}d al tbe abf}ll.7 to N.S opened Wl dt U. doors or knolrledlt, t joumqed arans Ulla world wi th Ult ltker IU't t t pai r. Jnd tn lbllr trlffldl)' ccq,an, t rCUld It . T'UU, .... lnt.tN.l\ln& .->d nc l Un& tovr "'*' u. 
ICboOl ~ boct.a tnr ltd • M> bell rn . Abo'ft all tbltr .tn11turu ioot m to 
Dlglww:!, to ftbal.ou London ft all points ""' .... pefflC>• Ulat II When II' heart tint ...,, aendlrt r11 am a ctresi , "'1lch l ,,tu ebertlh 1'lll bcrni bUt eerta lt\JJ' Ile.kt ne'n1' led • alt.ro'O tbel"ll'I M .. 

1.ai.er,10 Bl&b Bcbool dara, u.n NN S/IJltl polnta or tnorl tdc• ca.lned r rm u, e hu.r ac.ne t cast loot, wtUl Etlc l'utrr oontl.mlng to iruwit UM r-,us pel r In, I t•l, Wlr best. l:ncml IJ:l&gl. Oar1n& Chi 9al" ,..... .. Nit lnCland IDIS htr pecplt tn t'fflT 
upeei or t.llo9t sri. ...s l*ll •t dO'II \lnuOI Ille ou ot Blakt lf'ld Tl'*... . f'he' arTld thtlr ~tr7 a1 cnl1 u.., oould , Plltt.l rc pat.rtott• bt ron ne17 Ot1'9r con,t!dtfat.ton, a .-nttmn t echotd at. hoCl8 and abroad by tbt lr dlUNra . n.oae ..,. .salNra lllbo " altNd &bit s1• • npruent.ed. tbl am total or all tho• decenclu ..:1 la,alttu t or lbl cb QIC7 lblmtlna MN aJ.IO ~ co fl &ht end die .. 

'ftle post 11111" ,.,.. tountl Blake SC.Ill our tOlal tr 1en2 but In Ult.a bn't't new ..:,rJd, 
aadl7 cut or pl.AU. as, coda or lt'flftl hid beco. a UJ ect or .:icka"J to u. JCU'IC .. ceneratl m , ao1t ct 'llbm h8CI CZ"Om ~ wit.bout W pltuJN ...i pr1Tll tct or 1Pinow1rc atete Pl Ttnktr, CM loTablt Nra. Bardell tnd dear old Ptcre . New Alltrtca hid taun u. lead 1n ~ tlelQI a1 ..:incac. otbar old and b&llOllld Bl'I U,ti tnltltutlcna , But.en 81*1, wu soon to bt fltlcl,IUed In Ulla Nt of .... - AthnUo JRCNU. 

t:rtD rcr an 1e1,.n ieo hid 1CIDC outc::r'<ml a t.ttNP tn&lb ror w lrNPNHlblt Ttt*tr , lut.on 81.eb still uanilead an ~l• aune t.lon. aai I _. NCcattw 
ac:uui, ..,.. tbat WII t rlt.nl Bl.al(.• .. U lbuna a stem battle rcr txlltenoe tnd .,,.. 
~ ' still .. aenhalllnc a11 hi• rorcu t.o N C.O.iD hl• t ntacrt\7 and penonal t tr. VtUI. tbe .,._ , or Ltw N• Loct, bl • f r l tndl, ... q a aartllnl •~eJ• In tbaSr alm:r, Nal l Nd G'lat 1n his t ~ ba MS IICID tbe f trtc ''- but loat W: rlnl} ~u, ...... u. Rimi .ione NtaJMd unctw:w.s. 

Ptt'9Gtlall.7, l Nld IO(d:lre t.o llJiu and Tlratr tMtl , to Ulla 11 s1-> 17 a po.,._ 
srtpt ot fU'IWIU. a.t ewn u ba hlmltlt wu t acl ns tbt 1 lUt fa\etul _.. ht sttll 
proncl "'° bt tbt - tl'ltnd "'° m I bad &1-,a lcl:Dn ~ atrtd.. Not onl.7 did be •"9 "° lilt~ • \0 • bl*. or vwxi h1.mcll MN lftl1 abroad , ht .., U. reaam fer 
• -ieur ,rrcru tn tbe ..... u,.. t1t1• mtdl a1-, W"GUCbt • cood rr1 tnc1a enc1 IIICb plauuN. • 

To auton 11*• t _. a fN-' delbt or prt imoe t~ tn '° mn,- ..,. 1 ..,... rotm 

1 
I 
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blc a Yer,' Nal friend Indited. I MYt know bt m In cb1l cb>od, -'Ol escene. ll'ld u m 
dllt am alwa,ya our .e ek.ly mutlngs nre a hl&hltaht tn 'I:lf u t ,tence . Vhatuer elee 
cane md went, Blllk• waa alwo,a there the Ua111>l• or c •t.l"all: 1et gent.l e cen, ,o ae, 
io l erant, •dt.b \l'ldtrst.andln& ~by t or tbt weaknesa of others despite hll °"1 

aJperto r strength both arital end phfa l eal , In ,o aen, tt eld1. 
Hare talented pens tlw1 c.lne will wrtu finer eplt-,hl , tM.lt no one eould be 11:0N 

atnorre tn P8Jlrc tribute io Ulla t SJOW chlnct.tr or f iction Jflo has played aach a 
ateITlng rol e tor 10 JeaN . fW" m bl bee.am a llTID& ptn0n3lt'1' and 51 lftll)lrlna a 
ecpl e. J.nd, In addi tion hi &•ff oe t.b• k17 t o •Tte - nan - oi-, t hal. Oadtc land 

lilt\en tb e bl t atd keep th e HON t or rematnlnc ne r• ,oung at heart . . .. tfl ere he ht mll t 

In th e 1.a'ld or Evtr-L IYlng will nen r realty be lost to 111. 

11DDUJ.L IDITJ(lt Of 1 fl1Ei A!Jf'CelOOIW'HT 0, nuHI RICBJRIIP .. 8 ·. Packed wtUl 

tnteresttnc Nad ing end Ut¥ r aactna tlnc plccurt1 , with a 1on1 qp l lDtnt on Qw-les 

HS'ltlto n• s work by trtc Fane . Obtainabl e troo &nJ boobhop °'" direct rroa Coll ec.~r• ' 
Dt&est ottto e. The &ol tor or c .o . •I ll ga11 the autoblQINDll¥ t.o 8llY addNu In the 

world. 

S&PTEtl BER 

DANNY'S DIARY 1 9 1 3 

Two t ra ins lef t Cal"'ltll t In t ?i! eer)J' 1DOmlng or Bepted>r 2nd on U.lr way south 

to st . PSlCru . Tbe fir st , a "'Ul' hea'VJ' tra.Jn , 11tt a t 1.,s. It was steamlna: badlY and 

lllhtn neartnc Che toP or Ata 0111 t n the Pemlnea It could get no fur ther m 1topped In 
order to aak e up ,oce st.em. 

Tbe Moond t.ratn l ef t at 1 • .1.8. 'tb11, too, was •"•Jna badl.7, but tt ... a lt ght 

trntn 30 tt IIIWlt at a gooe2 epeeia. Thi dr1Tt.r and t be tlrman Wire both UTlrc to get 

aoN ateaa, and the)' ~ put all tht Kalltratq signal.a 8' da,c e r . 1'ht Mcc:n1 tratn 

Cl'ashcd Into the beck of the tlrat , AM t med l atel)' tl rt broke out f ree W &a.I UlhUDC. 
F'ourt t wi pe.s.aen.gera: di ed al.Cloat wit.bout trace In t ht a terT l bl e dt ,aste r , Md mmy 

were Injured. 
Dou& hu had all Ole lMton Jack.a thll aont h. 1he)' WIN -t he SICNt Rfl)ON..• 

reaturlog c.bl Scorpion ; 9Tbt lllCk Jewel cue • tnt.romc.t.rc J"Ycml; *!be White HendorlJ,I 
ebcut ~ Ltnc; •n., Cast or tht Hour CJcUrt• tea wrtnc Proruaor 1.ew: Clf)d •tti e 
Nla lng Be l.red Wiich Ml anotller ator, llbo.lt the Bmrplon. 

I rtac! •n.e Secre t Report• Jtllch wa, quite tntertattna ~ I t ot.aid u. ratber 
hl8't'7 going . Tbe Scorpion , 'l'h>ae real NICII NU Olc.rl u ttajor, had a baby- faced S'ld. rather 

"1.oked wtt e called Jul ia . n,.1y stole a report Mlteh, haCI It btt o aec:ure<f by Cen:wv , 
MJU.ld haYe .oade BrU,aln no l c:nce.r a tlr a~tau p<,,er . 9ut Bl ake and Tl'*tr defet£ed 
tlleo. 

!be Editor or tb 1 Q1tca Jack MS been Neel'f-trc lttura rrom rudln lhO aN 

ai.rprtaed to f ind a n rormd t.baraeur called Jctm NaNti tn Lbt U..J. 11t!.tl e uw ..
cb.aract er l a qectd In cr lm "'tll Plui:z::ier lflCI Carlac ln a aerial called ' Tht Cnat 
Conaplrae,tl In the DrtadnoU&l\t. The editor points out that I t Jlllat not be tektn t.ba t 

atorl ea 1n the lMlon Jack nm In a trl ct liQUenoo or tt i::e. r ..:.nder N)Clther w editor 11 
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pull ln& oor l eg. I NUOn tt 111Cte U U.ly tba.t •11\t oreat Coru1plraeytr l a trl old ata:7 

reprln .... 
Tht proper •er..-Bo.J• a...e cloHd <ION'l th! 1 month a:ld a new °"' call id •n. 

BoJ' • Journal ' m,: Cllken Jta: place . I c.an't aee tuCb dJtteNnee , run, . !ht n11111 paper 

baa a ma>er or Hrlals ans Nnral s~ atortu. 1be but aertal 11 •cut OUt bJ the 

School ' bJ Horace Phtll lp1. 
Dou& s'ld h l l trJ end Wobbl.)' Detra.,nt N'lt t.o Oki St . Jacit1•1 Theatre to SH a new 

PlaY Ct)' Bunan:I Shor called ' £.ndroclH and tbe Lton .. • lt II a fable lfld ID:q: the 

plaY*r& MN 1A<n ~In t tnd Donald Caltbrop . I Dl'ntlffltd to 0ouc that I wculd 

ll ka io .... It d)d Wobb.11 nel ahad Ut t • horae Md Hid •Bot>IH 1n arm are not act,,, 

mitt. id .• Doug Clllkea .9(DI queer er>d mat holTJbl e trJ Mds . WobblJ I s all t ee Lb and 

trui aera , arxi s:.illa I lk • a ChecJa t' • shop. 
C'w"1r7 Mlek J1Ja: bi1S a peper called ' fhe Weeltly rrtmd. 1 She b:,u,ght her rl rat copy 

lllf>Jlt • •re at Soutb&:Pt.cn and has had It ,.,.er 1tnce . n.., .... no9I' gfft,. prli.ea or 

rurs tor ru teen oor~ t t ooc.bell r uulu . J trUh ft.El could •In a nee?'"'~ . 
n- Gee h.U beon re a.111 ,xoenent again thla montll.. •The Black Qe epe wu about 

C'Utt1 llf)O pre t ended he wu ,r JUng apla,, mld be got Di gby to wri t e out IDClll or It. 

Qztta \I.Nd tb ts c.o pretend to ~or Cutt.a , 'llllbo au 011 •1 rat hert1 rrtend , that Dlgb1 

tiu tn t'"1.ble t rouble and needed ClllPIY. It lS one or the bHt Gem t ha.,. n er N&:S. 

' F'itttY w,n..,•a RW1ger Su-l ite' wu qJt te rumy. Hr. Ratc ltr te put Patty on a dlH 

or bread anti wate r. t.wf'ul tor F'at ty. 
•nw RaeMoe SchoolboY,. was &ood. LowtJ'ler atarted a Ro.at.t ee Bend md played a t 

a Reaatta. 'lbt AOl7 lnU'OOUced Lord Eutwood and cousin Eth el. 
• 01.1u:,t1 CUtat • was f'ttr, er r . Fl lh rrm c;reyrrlon and tbl nor, was a r iot. 

Doui ioot ce t o Bn>okl#'lda tcwardl th • end or Septc:iber md • &C:ilt a ri,,1ng 41.,. 

ple1 . , ~ cal led PegM new a 8l 1rlot machi ne u;,sld e doM'.I and ht auo wmld 

aoo1rM111u. When 1ooeone uked hl c Wt It telt ltk e , he sa id It was li ke be ing 'C)sld e 

dew) Jn I barbe~• cha ir. Doug reckon• thllt in )' tAN to tJOClB "' ahall all fly n el")"....,.. _ ,, ..... , 
n»e Nagnet bas beEf'I &ood again. In 'Up l.eatna t It • , Wall.er , tb e pNrt ct, wu gtffn 

u a •tuclf a cmnrted box-rooa a t the «Id or the Reaove PUl&&t, ao that r.. could keep 

fii f0"8 on th e Reaove. Pet er Todd Md Co. i:i.ede hie 11m t o l t &Ye. 

In •amter tb e Pr t ze-WIMtr' . J\Mt.er W'ltered tor a coq,ttltton tn a paper and "°"· 
s, t.Jpected lUlttl:'fidll ot poUnda but got fCllJ'l)«lce. Nut week, the Rem••"'" forbi dden 

\0 plaY football, IO the, Cot out. at nlgt&. to pr&ett c. . 1',l a •tol'Y ma ~ 11ocwll1Cht 

rootbell_...., 
ftl e l ut Hognet or the ClOf',th waa • Bravo, the B<u.der, • another rootbaU st.ory . 

ffll• aontb I aleo hod a Penny Popular . I lt ke t t , but coo•t of ten afford tt. 

Tbe 8utCn Blake ator7 was cal l td ' The No.ttn 0.a t.t about a pr ince or cardlharper a. 

Tbe JDCt, ac and Ptte t au..., ' On Equal Terese• But best or Uw lot. waa the st. J im'• 

1tol"f called ' Rough Jug lce ,• all .ob<lut Nell tlb dire a l ot or c t.chhr am::,ns the 

cl'll,nt. Doue MJ<I that td:.D H. c,penred In the Gell a f ew 1eara ear ll tr , It wus oaller1 

•J. Tall""fal a.• The ne111 titl e •Rough Justice • 'ltllch wna J:UCh but.er, 1'a& eetuallY e 

Cb$ttr head i,. t n tbl 1tory . 
lt has been • ffr7 11111:1, er)' mntb , and d\ t •~• han been wt tn the 

st.net• to la, i hl du.It . 1 l ON to •• tbt mter-carta &ol,.. al oog , sprQ l ng al l 

roU'ld, and makl,- f't'tr,'llbere IClOl.l IO ni ce end fN lh. 

ADVERTISE in the 1963 COLLECTORS' DIGEST ANNI/AL 
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alNWCTED BY JACK WOOD 

fflE ' CHARLES mmrol!TH' MYSTERY SOLVED 

By W. O. G. Lofts 

"Can anyone throw ruiy lillht on the identity of ' Char l es 
Wontworth' who, as far as I can trace, first appoorod in THE BOYS 
~ in 1927. At ooo time , it was thoueht that this vas another pen
name for E.S. Brooks, as he introduced the St . Fronks boys with the 
Blue Crusaders in l ater stories unle r his own nnme, Althoueh the 
stories are Brooksi an i n the plots by the ieyst erious ' Charles Wentworth ' 
the style differs . The Blue Crusaders were of course created as far 
back as 1905 in the pink BOYS RE.!.lll. The author Arthur S. Hardy , and 
n mo.in characte r Fatty Fowkes - based on a real footballe r, William 
Foulke, the twanty-stooo goalkeepe r for Sheff i eld United in their best 
period 1897 to 1902" •• • • • • • •• 

So wrote an old friend of mine Leonard M. All en i n this column 
ovor ten years ago , llnd to my knovled,!e the mystery has never been 
solved. With E.S. Brooks deeying that he ever wrote under the 'Char l es 
Yentworth ' pen-name, it seemed th at the identity of this author would 
never be known, until recently , when I hlld another meeting with n fome r 
chief sub-editor of THE ll:I.SON IEE Lim!RY , also on the some group of 
I" pers as the rom REAU!. 

' Charles Wentworth' said my info:mant , "No wonder thst the i den
ti ty of th e author is a big ieystery - you see th e porson nev~r really 
existed . It was just an editorial name to cover re-vr:l.tten old stories , 
end probably severnl person., could lay clnilll to i t - chie fly Percy 
Clarke ( 'Martin Frazer ' the S.B.L . nuthor) end Ynlter Shute ( 'Ynlter 
Edwards' the S.B. L. author) . The actual story behind tho crea ti on of 
the nnmo was as follows • • • •• 

"As you know well, the la:rge pink roYS REAU! was still running 
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up till mid- 1927. liith a falling c:lroulntion , it wos docided to stor t 

n sc,all new sorios enti Ued ' The Boy:, Ros.lm of Sport ond Advonture .' 

Certainzy a more poJW'U' size . 
You will appreciate that in the ooso of n l°" circulation, the 

onl.y thing an editorial staff con do is to exporimont , to find out what 

s ort o! sto ries voro poptl.a.r with read.ors , and what was not . In viow 

of the treoendous po"'1arl ty of the Bluo Crusaders in fomer years , it 

vas decided to reprint some of the old stories - but modernised by 

being odit orially re-written, ond also ll<llling a new nuthor to them, to 

suggest that they wore completely new in every "Oil• So ' Charles 

i'entworth ' vas created in the editorial off ice - thOUBII readers with 

very long meciorieo would ru,a,ber tho Sl>De lllll!le appearing in the 

KARVEL - though it hod no connection . 
The stories , however, only brought n luke -v am. rosponse from 

reodero, and then oomoone in the office , had the bright idea of bring 

ing the Blue Crus..idors together with the boys of St. Frank's, and who 

else would write these stories better than E.S . Brooks tho crentor"I 
It wos, of course , perfootly true that many of the St . Frank's 

tales in the Boys Realm were not writt on by Mr. Brooks , and one could 

indeed nome Cl8I\Y nuthors who had a hand in them! Harry Tanlinson 

Wright who was the oditor, and lll'Ote mony stories under the nait-de

pluce of ' Howard Grunt •, possibly wrote a few, plua Andrew l\=y, 

Balfour Ritchie (loter editor of tho BOYS FRIEND LIBRARY), though I 

believe thot the R.T. Evos you mention did actually write '!'!IE NIPPER 

AT ST. NINIA!i tales 1111ch earlier - which vas his school days but not at 

St . Frank's . 
The •new' first story then featuring the Blue Crusaders editori 

ally rewritten appeared in No. 26 of THE llOYS REAU! OF SFOR'l' AllD 

ADVffi'ruRB dated 14th Janwry 1928 under the ' Charles Wentworth ' pon

ne,me. ibey contiwed ri ght up till issue No. 6, that s8Cle yoor - when 

th e last vas entitled ' The llissing Crusader. • 
It is quit e possible that the assucption E.S . Brooks wrote tho 

previous sto ri es vas from tm fact th at No. 64 was edi t orinlly advert 

ised in No. 63 as also by ' Charles Wentworth ' yet when it appeared it 

bore the E.S. Brooks nano under the ti Ue . This vas of course an 

editorial sli p-up, as !Ir . Brooks alW8//S wanted his own nace to appear 

under stori ee personally written by him, nm I believe that he alweys 

had his wishes respected in this mD.tter, 
Whether the Blue Crusaders and tho St . Fronk' e boys C<X12bined 

t:uee woro poJW'U' with read.ere is hord to say . Certainly Nipper ond 

.9.9.:...!.t.St, Frank ' s were ""'.X PglajD,r in the NE!.SO!l !BE LIBRARY at !l!J>J 
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period , and tile decline of t hem so suddenly not much later v:,s truzy 

IJlil!lZillg , 
• * * • * 

JUST 'ill!T mB RElmJ!S 'i!lm!DI 
By R, Cbamon 

It has been said by some crit ica tbnt the St , Frank ' s stories 

were not real],y school storios and tbnt E,S, Brooks cruld not vrite a 

genuine school sto cy, 
I! these cr1 tics would trace tho developllOnt of the Nelson Leo 

froo tho begl.nnii:,g they vould find that this is not quite true , 

When the Nelson Lee Librnry firat appeared in 1915 it was iL

tended b1 the publishers to be a Det ective St ory paper about the 

ndventures of Lee and Nipper, and it contl.rued as such f or about tvo 

years . 
Tbe sto ri es were b1 various first-<:lass autho r s, but Brooks soon 

becme the most populnr , 
In No, 112 he introduced St, Frruok' s into a sto ry , and this 

sto ry vas so popular tha t he Md to settle Lee aIXI !lipper at St , Fronk'• 
pemnrumtfy , From than on, Brooks vrote the story in the Leo every 

week, 
Tiro other vecy popular characters Dorri e and thlosi, vore intro

duced , and f'rolil thon the stories beCllll!e a ci.xture of school , dotective 

and foreign adventure , and were il:mensefy populnr , 
At vlll'ious tl.mos the paper revortod to purefy detective s t orio s 

of Leo and Nipper , but the readers would not havo tbeo , n..1 liked 

Lee and Nipper , but only at St , li'ronk 1 s , T"ne stories wore s o popular 

that they ran for many years in the Nelson Lee Libracy and wore ro

Jll"inted over am over again in lll!ley other papers , 
Tbs Rolid:ly Sories, 11h1cb have been especilllly abused , were , I 

think the most popular series of all ond ve boys looked forward to them 

weeks before they wore duo, ond I Biii sure ve learned core about the 

warld from thro than we did floe our le sso ns at school , 
It is theroforo Wlfair and shortsi8hted to cr1 ticiso ' the stories 

and tho author os S<X1e people do, 
The stories vere different floe 8D/f othe rs at the time, and this 

was intentl.onol , Tbey sotisfiod a d<l!l!lnd for something different frora 

the usual school ot ory or th e ueual dotoct i ve story , 
As long as the stories followed the school , dete ctive , adventure 

cixturo the Lee was a great success, but it began t o go dovnbill as 

soon as the style of the stories was ch.!!!lll!!.cdo..' ----- ---- -
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I om o.fi'aid t hat today thero i s no mo.rket for such st orios, and 

Mr. Brooks i s wise to write for adults, a t which tnak he seems to be 

doing very vell. 
* * * * * 

1lllm ROSS STUCK HER NECK OOi' 

11WRICE KlmfDl ..-It.es 

Jloaa Story 11 eert. a lnlr •sticking her nec.t out• by US'!:rtlng Wt £.s.a. l a a bettt.r 

wr1ur th • C.H. I adQtre !T s. 8'°17 ' 1 contl dene t t bUt this tubJ ec t Ma been.- fNQua'IU., 

d ebated and dl.CU H ed t n """ PC H or c.o. OTtr Ui t year, , ll"d th eN SUNly C#VIOt be 

en:, dec l s tn en,,rer . Jn t he da,a or 1?17 to 1921 ..tlM I m, nn er without a qu.,.ntlt;T ot 

pertodlCAl.1 bulging ~ pocJc.eu , th e Nelson Ln Llbnuy toot • Inte re st cri th e sm e 

level as the Bcya• Reftlr:t and ti» HOrvel Md •ea read e•ery wu k. Soy.s art Yery ID* 
pNs.slcnabl e CNaturea and I hove often thought Ulat tr onl,y the lllu strnt Iona by trtrwr 
J ones had appealed to cie t:IOrt . Who lcnon? I eight have becoot a s t aunch N(ll .scn Lee 

,...: 
~ ....... , 

Wbllc I ea Gl od to set ocr. Helson Lee new1 tn t he Dtaut I can• t. help t etllf'.8 that 

rar t oo marl)' Let tnthuslast.t CaJT7 a .cnutv t lnt er tortty ooq,lu d)out wt th them. 'Ibey 
NCI to be unable t o wri te about thdr favourite author wt thoUt dragging t.ht na:ie or 

aw-lea Haotltcrt Into tb • dtxu.s,lon and crlttclalng bis lfll(ff . 

Be:allton deTOCees CM I si SD"e at.end reuonable cr ttl etm about U,olr t aYOUrtte 

tutbor bl.It. a:,ce ot t.be polnu Ol!ld• b7 Roas Story AN quit e ridiculous. 

TM t act. U\at. E.B. Bl"OOU ..., abl • t.o °*• t.bl trmatt.lon t nc 11rtc.trc atortes tor 

bOY'• t.o wrt ting c r1ae stor ies t cr ao,.&lt.a d oea not. prove tbnt bt "aa a bet t er wrt ter ot 

IChool ator t u t han Haotlton. HotlleYer, Rou &t.ory gt vea the gm:11 mr31 ,ti en ahe wri t.es 

wi. •Hamil ton 9'M tol'tU\Qte In that. he 11ms abl e to continu e writ~ his 9Chool atortea 
lq art.er the :art. et had eloMC1 to ht1 contiq>orar tes. • 

J t Roa 8tor7 stopped t o th ink •?t' I.bl ntwnet .-.cl Ceo anh'6d "*11lt other C<q)an

lon papen Mr. 1otng on tb e ICnl> bee, n WClllld S1N1' bt forced t.o am:lt mot Jt Dlght 

havt beWI t,ecdJ.le Hm:llton • aa proc,Jclng better work then hit oont u i,onarl ea . Pel'fqi s 

t he great.eat trtuc:c>h or llao.llton' 1 QI.:) cre a tions wu that th ey ,un-lTed t he 1930' s , 

I tlClli or gn a t d{rlger t or t>cy1 •eltll ea not cast tn the fl'lomon DOUld. 
nree poa.atblt t act.on caused the declin e Wld t al l of the Ne lsoo Lee oo.gaztne In 

~ opini on. 
Flrat was a poa.st bl t f all In QUallt.1 In the St. F'rfflk•a at.ort ea themelTH about 

1~-29 . aeccnd a lea att.recttn t orca t then the ~ et S.S Cea aM: tblrd on out

dat.ed title (Nil.eon Lee ot ttn did not plfl7 a pn:llllnen t p~ In UWt peek years ot \b e 

paper. ) 
But 1flmt,n ar ea.aaed falling circul ation the resul t " t11 gre ater edtt<:rlal tntert • 

t rtnce and rran thl a time m thi paper "aa doa:»d. 
Had the 11oond new .-r lea been gtTen a tomat stl:lll e.Z" to the Hagne t end h.m:I 

aroou been P".W'l~ed a tN er hmd thi! Hel,on lAe alght Indeed haTt sunl Ted unt tl 19'9-

/ll . 
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Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACJ<MAII, 27 Archdale Road , 
East Ihlwich. London. S.E,22, 

NAME THE .AIJT!!ORI 
By 11a1 te r llebb 

llARD MOlR 

Not the le3St interesting apsect of the hobby in recent years hos 
been the periodic denouooent of authollahitherto not considered 3S having 
written any boys' stories for the more pop,il.ar JBpers of the past. AlBo, 
those whose nomes have recained quite unknown until r ecentl,Y. Like 
that of llard Muir, for instnoce . 

Here was a man who vrote a lot of boys • stori es fo r IIDmil ton 
Edvords nnd his JBpers , but hid his 118ht under a bushol so success 
fully that not a single render of his stori es apparentl,Y knew who he 
was. As far as the dwindling survivors of his day oro concerned , he 
still ransins as soiooone never before heard of, although an editor -
the sllJe BH odit or mentioned earlier on - rEmembers him as a nice, genial, 
gentlemanly fellow, very reserved and qui etl,Y mannered, with a style 
rather heavy and ww,agi.native . Although a sound wort<:er , his stuff was 
never clmoured f or, but he was good in an emergency. 

A person.al research hns enl.llrgcd soaewhat on these details, and 
it is now known that his full name was llardrop Openshaw Muir , t ho son 
of a cl ergycan . Born in 1878 the author was educated at Merchant 
Taylor ' s School and Brighton Colles,,. He was not of a very robust dis 
position , apparently, for, at the earl,Y age of 16, th e first syoptoas of 
lung tr ouble were det ected , and these, developing during and afte r 
maturity , ultim.'.ltcl,Y proved fato.l. In June , 1927, just after Crorlos 
~bergh ' s sonsa tiono.l 3,600 miles solo Atlantic fli8ht, lie.rel Muir 
died of consumption at tho age of 48 , 

His pen- names ore scattered intemi t tentl,Y amongst the limlY 
psper collec t ors are desirous of collect i ~ today. What th ey were, for 
the momnt r<msins a myst e:,y. Did he , like nearl,Y every other contri 
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contributor to the Homsworth i:opers, write Sexton Blake s tori es i n tho 
old dsys? An interesting ques ti on t o which an ans wer oey bo found in 
the not - too-distant future. 

******* 
THOSE IJIVOLUNTARY EJACULATIONS! 

Back t o clu es on a.itll.orshl p aga in; ibis tiDe to those "11eh my be t o.ind In the 
Tarted exclm:lo.tl ais or aulllrlse so mrcy' authors were f ond or having t heir clw'nc ters 
giv e utte rance to f rom tl D& to tl ce . 

One has to d i sregard such phra ses o..s •creat Scot t t• • By jov e&• ond of.Mr s eQUtUlY 
as cocron. rcr eYery w t hor used thea Jn tl'l! course or his nan-at t ve et soce tt ce or 
othor: but tho r ea:ler •s ottent lon becOGlis arNa ted at once at eipres sl ons 1111:e •creat 
JUpl ter i• •QladL1 ''P on hon ourt• and •Bless CV 1tr e1• ror , obVtousl.f, they were 
phrasea exclusive to on}¥ one.; or pemeps , t#O particu l ar writ ers . 

The archa ic upl e tl vo <1trec t ed at the l a-g es t pl anet or the oollll" ~a t e1:1 was used 
by E.J . 11WTa.Y (S i dney DNw) whll st th e obso l escent aJeeul.O:tl on •r,eaiu• c~ be obscrvoo 
In 08ll¥ A.a. Hnrd;Y stor i es , f. c., ' And the beggar " 111 recuse t o se e you,• sa id SU" N'd 
lart>orough , • No, egad , he won•t ... .. • md •1 "as 1nterruptec1 t:,y a r:nsk cd vill ain l'O:l 
cace here t o rob t10. Egad l He nearlY : 10Jlbed .oc, too l' (Extract s rroo. •The Bl ue 
CnsMder8" by J..B. HordY. } l..lso , •Egod, I thJnk he mst be tryJ ng to catch the boat 
trat nt• cried Sv.:t<>n Blak e . (El:tJ'8Ct rroc •th e Stolen Oa lnsbol'Oll8h' U.J. No. 191 ). 

The othl!.r t wo up 1,.SJ1lnn "ere uSM hy Cll].Y one author - E.J . Cannon - md can be 
obS'!n&d tn oeny non-Bl ake st.orJes he wrote Wlder hi s pen-nace , Be-,er l ey Kent. lhb : 
,rtte r al.so us ed th e u:c l acatl on •ertck)'I• tt,,l ch he apcl t as l Mn r l tten I t - wlthot.lt 
Lhe •e', Wbtch 'Ml& WlUaial . But , l'l'ltholit the gUtdmce or these clues , I t ts a s tq>le 
oe.tte r reall.7 to pick cu.t Gaanon' a s torlea , ror be had a very dUtlnct l ve s tyle , lltltch 
m,0e hll ident ity obvlrua befor e the eotiile tt on or tho fi rs t dlept er . 

Ji. word not to be observed tn the repert oire or t.he imdern Bl o.ke author bUt which 
was In coax>n use b7 th e old guard In OOCl)tll ng the i r sentence s or dial ogue ts t.he word 
•cr ied" t.e. SLook ~ . guv•nort• ertod t inker . l t lfR>eanll tha t even t n those rar-orr 
days theN were o rew lfX> bo)'e()tted It , but, on the vt\ol e , tt we.a o. word mch ravOW"e(I 
bf the Vletorl ffl, F.ctwerdlan and ear l.¥ Georgten writ ers , tuld It t s In his extens ive use 
or the IIOrd that J . G. J ones' s s tor i es ctll'I be pt ct ea cui. , t or , socett .ocs, lik e J...S. 
HordY, he wOUl.d writ e dCMn rour or tlv e 11.1eceaalt e sent ences or dial ogue and use the 
word • cr i ed' In every one ot thee , gtv tng the llll)rtsslon t hat hi s i nventory or sucb 
phrases was st ri ct ))' ll cit.ed . 

Jonea .lt H!: ~~e~ :.=e C:!t;::;,,!:S~re!!'Sl~:! = :::.!::i ~~ t~re~te .~ 
as •oeorrrw GrQ,)"'. u thi s be so, then t t ts highly probat>l• that be JllS Geotrrey 
tlJn'aY as well , but thi s ts a.ibject to oontl rme.tlon, or course. J ones ,uttered n-om t hat 
m a t t en- Ible or all aft ll cat loos - bll l'Clesa - S'ld Oled D8'\Y years ego. 

******* 
NOSTALGIA IN THE MODERN S.B.L. 

A breath of nostalgia was br ought into the pogos of th e S.B.L. 
r ecently , when a li tt le word previ ousl y not used in a Sexton Blake 
s t ory for nearly 40 years was brought back ognin - not in a Blake 
novel, but . in Q l otter to Mil~ _vrit ten bz_no l ess a corro spondont 
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than our own edi t or. 

That little word was ttere" which soce of the Barly mithors 
used instead of the word "beforo," and which seans t o have disappeared 
coopl etely fr om th o modern English novel and, indeed, from the reper
torlum of th o English l !lll8""60 as well , so when I saw it reappear in 
No. 511 of the Librory , I was reminded of some of th ose old - 1:in:i Blake 
chroniclers who used it in the d.llys of long a.go. 

Fenton Ash '1nd Yilli 1r.1 Beyfie ld seeced rathor fond of tho word, 
and , to a r ath er l esser extent, so did Dowling Mlli Uand and A.S. Hardy; 
but no two auth ors used it t o the extent of Dr. J . v. Staniforth 
( Maxwell Scott) ond w. B. Hcr:ie-Gall (Roginru.d Yr"7), who seeced part
iculo.rl.y enacoured by it, and, in th e case .of t he former, often can
oenced a sentence with it. A Blalto story of doubtf\11 origin with 
tha word "ere" us ed proljlimntl.y through its entire length might well 
be trnccd to eitho r of these two authors, and it faros qui to n ·us eful 
cl ue in th e i.nentificati on of some of th o ear ly contributors . 

* * * * * 
SOME FACTS AND Rm'RACTIONS 

It ts worthy ot comen t that before the ad't"ent or the otrt ctal nconl s the 
great oaJortty of those atOO)'tlCIUSl.y pubUllhtd Sexton Blake stories ln both t.be U.J . and 
s.B.L. ha:I been tdent1r1ec1 or ai~ l p, and the orrt cl&l U sts serveci to conttn:i their 
aoctn"aC1 tn mst eases . There titre CIM or two tnstmces Jflere researcheni bad gone 
IStnf" and the l aat or th e Cffltedtre tton stories In t926 c-, be quoted u a, ex.m:tile; but , 
even here, the ttnal three wen &p<>tted as belng of a dUtermt aitb::lntll p rron the 
or t gtnator or th e aeries, and , as tar as r:Jf owi Ust s art concemed , no al t erat i ons were 
necessary, s i nce the t'lBDe or the Slbstltute • Cllbert Chester· hu always aweared u 
the wtbor . So DJCh can be learned tree m authOr •s styl e , hts dial ogue, and, aaong 
other thJ~I , th e ,ray he Interpreted that bond of COl!ll"'adeshlp which ei:l sted between 
detecti ve a'.:! a.,slant In those earl7 da.,s. Cbest.ef'4s rtf)al"tee was ~lte dtt t erent trom 
that or Robert tllrray's end this wu: noticeab l e In the t?ree atoreaintl oned stories . 

en the other hand , c l s takes an bculd to occur In ateh ror ecast lng, partlcularlY 
In the case or tllO sit.Mrs haTlng a s latlar st.,yle or diction - Nol"'tWI Goddtlf"d and Jack 
Sobin t on:i an Ideal exac:ple - sid "1en t:11::i 111"1 ten: coll aborated - as In the case · or A.c . 
l'tJ:tTaY pt J. c. Jonu , tfflOse stories were publlllhed w.:1er th e j ofnt autbordl l p of •Andrew 
cn11 and Act>ro.se Earles - and a cl oser lnapeetl on of certain U.J. st<rles r enal tbat 
such tn eortu or mine u J..8. Hardy hav ing written :ye.ma or Blake on th e turf .-id Alfred 
Barnerd bel~ re!l)Ol'lslble tor stories or Blake and Tinker on the m.uite-hall st ee.e, lll.3Y be 
Inaccurate. But, lliboffer the latter writer UlY ba n been, be cerh ln).J never contr'lbuted 
af ter 1903, dld hl s Blli<.e atorle.s - tf ve In all - "'" publtSbed ln t.ssuea Nos. 111, 
147, 151, 192 end 256, 8'ld I cm onlJ usua,e that he -, a better actor (he waa aa.td to 
have bad stage ezportene e) tlMm he wu autb:>r, tor these stories were nry cecuoere. 

'lbe ori gin or such s tories aa those lltlieh featured Blake at Hemantet, .l.aco~, 
an, at var ious other race meetings maY" bner be de tlnl U!lY knolml. there u certainly 
a touch or flard7 In tbe se yams; wt Ulen ta also soceth ing of th e style of Wllllc 
Bayrt e ld tn lbem too , 9'ld th e poaslbtllt.7 or them collaborating aa In me caae or tun'a7 
an:1 J ene,, cannot be ruled out. Both .-oui tales or Blate with hOr~raelng u tb.e Ule:JZ. 

________ ,, ,.._,_ , ,.._ ... ___ ... H ...... ,. __ ,., ___ ,,,,, ___ ... _____ , ............... _,. 



Page 16 

fllese stories were wrt,ten In tbe same vei n es a rett others which c>Peared In the 
U.J. bef ore Blake"°"' recalled to Jt s pages , under a p~ the .surna:ne or which l a not 
lfl thout tu s lgntrJca,ce and will be C-Oa:1ented on later. 

l t ts reaaooable t o a.s.1UCle tbat wher'I the Sexton Blake stor ies were restarted tn 
19(:Xl those authors lllho, up t ill tluri, had caitrlbuHd at.cries tn th e U.J. reaurlng the ir 
°"1 partlc Ul.ar characters , would be tinlted to cai ttnu e the ir contMbll tt ons bUt wltb tile 
dJt f erenee of lnoJ.ocUne In tMJr narrat.tvca Md rooking a. the central character Sexton 
Blake. 

l18ny" or tbe better knolil'l 1'1'1ters or • · 2t era h8Ye been discovered • Graydon , 
Goddard, 11a:Dtell, Gamon , Kqter , have all coee un:!er th e .tl.l c:roscope or th e vtgtlsi t re
aearcber llfld proved otfJ clall.7 as having pemed some or tb ose earl)r Blakes. But, what 
ot th e orbenr? 

.t glS)C(I ®'l'I the l ht or con t r1bUtors or th3t pre Blake era reveal s SJCh na:>es as 
r.c . Bridges , John St anton , Oowllng..f't!lttl and, tJec c . Pearscri , Artlur s. HB.fW, w. Spate, 
Reginal d Wray, Paul Herring , S ing l eton Pound, 'l'rla t ac K. Honck, H. Win t er Cale , Fenton 
A.!h, OQug].u Grant, s. Cl arke Hook, Elli s £111mn , Dudley Brsid , D1tar Ptekcrtng , c . E. 
Pearce , HaJ: Haollto n , snd the best knCWl and c,ost hl&tll.1 es t eeoed or thm all - Clnrlu 
P.ec11ltoo . 

This n\Elber CM be re<!Ueed by s lngU ng out the pen-na.cies S'ld glv lrJ8 the aut.horfs 
real nnmt. f or lnsUlllce, WrO)' end Elll aon were w. B. Hooe,,,Call; Dowltns-ttatt l and mj 

Hcnck Jl(!re r. D. Heit l and; Win ter-Cal e wos probab}y &Maro or £rnest Osmon - tt t s 
not know ldltcti or the- two Chrlstlm naces th e auU'IOr l a id clnJo to • tf'lllst ot hers -
Stant on, GrM t, Brand were probabl.y pseudonym or ot her authOrs e.s yet unknoM. It 
10uld be aare t o nu e out Charl es Haollto n md B. Clarke Hook, a.s It Is lq>robab l• t hat 
Ibey wrote 81'Cf Blake .stor J e.s • 
.' w. Sept e was apparent ly a, elderly author, ana wa.s In no wo:, connected with the 

,~~~:~it:11: ::ii:~~~~tw:!!~ ':a.sar:br~n b~~~\~~t ~fi : 
11'10 had publllh lfl! hoUaes In f'leet Gt ree t mxi Ludgate Ci rcus . Sept e wrote a ll.a::m'ous 
trlcket story entitled •Crick et ers Geyed" In 1886 , 'ldllcb was edited by w. G. Grace , and 
ha1 other ,rork or hts published bf s. French or the Strand. 

Char l es E. Pearce was, bes ides be ing a boys ' l.'lLlthor or SOD& rept t e , a er t oe 
$('C lallst as well . J. well.ftnclm rtgure ln publlftl lng In his daY, Pearce Tle.s a ro~ r 
editor or the South London Preas, md Y1BS ror rour ye.3rs, between 1682 and 1886 , In the 
editor ial cha.tr or FtffllY roucs. Between t 896 and 1910 he wrote about 70 novels , In
clud ing aoce eer t als t <r l,Nl'l,IOO. A t 8DOIUs character or his was Pol.ly Peochuo , 'ftlo he 
rev t sed In later years. Cert a ln lY m ai thor Who could have ffl"I t t(!1'I a good Bl ake :rem , It 
tll811et be dl SCO'f'ere<l U\a.t he was araong the en00Yt10Us cl'Olld ot the ptnk covered era. His 
last worlt was ll)RBDI: HYSTUllES, 1924. He Uved tnCll.swl ck, Uld di ed In Novemer, 19~ . 

FAgal"' Plckerlng haa already beoo sta t ed by ne to have been a pen-naoe or Alec G. 
Pearson'•• Sooe :years ago I h3d It orrtclallY t hat Pear son .-o t e t.llder a ho.st or pseUd
~. lncl ucUn.g G. Wells Cacpbell , (:apt. Col ecan G~ , Capt. Flusell Scott 8ld Edger 
Ptckertn,. '!'be last nODEld la , ai,Ptll'tlltlY , th e rt ghtruJ. one or a dttr erent euthor , which 
t s a t\rther lnc:Ueatlon that one cmno t t ake en cythtng tra::i or ttc t al source, as be ing 
the go,pel tnzth. 

.As a ciatte r or t act, Pickering was a top-e l aa.s writer or ht a daY, ,t\o eould comand 
U>e su:i or J/6 t<r hl a work. And 3/6 a prlcei, SUtl ln th oee days .. ~ a W"eal.th ot 
rem:ltng. The l!lltbar' lll"()te ror MTerol publi shers , th e best know betng Hutchinson & eo., 
ror ll>ose l otlE utt nct •Boys1 Golden Lt~ he contri buted aeven,.l non ls. These boob 
maOe a .,1 nU d addi t ion to anY bOok· lov ert a llbracy beq haf'll::ls(J:)E!lJ bound In clotb , wi th 
bnc lled boanla, rlcblY gilt lllld tull gilt edges. 

But. Edgar Pickering was not tbe only tlrlter l'lho ter::i,orarUy forsook the core irc t t t 
abl • ehamela of rtt l~ to st t er t.ht l eaa reamerattve ones th at rt ppled through tht 
Bhke tt eld. fflere were othe r s or whom Ul7 Interes ti ng details are availab l e , but 11lhlch 
-.J>e.J>el4mr,---··- --··-···-- -·--··-·------··----

1' , 



1' ,. 

LE? 'S Ill! OO!ITR>VERSIAL 
lie. 69. THE GHOS'I' S'OORI 

lie !mow that largo rrucbers of aubati tut o s tories of Groyfriars nnd 
St . J:iJ:1s , cca:rlss i oood by the editors, appoarod in the ~t and the 
G«:o. So tor ns I know it has never been su.igested that ony of our 
fnvouri to authors t hauel ves ecployod "ghost" wr1 tors to do M;/ 1'0:rk for 
thom. · 

It would, at ony rote, explnin sane of tho controversy which hns 
occasionally occurred in our Blaldsn£L col umn, Won one contributo r 
decl81'ls that a certain autho r vas p<lid for a particular st or; , whil e 
another contributo r avers e:iphati colly that the porticular sto ry baars 
the hru.1-oo.xlc of anot hor vri ter . 

Did Charl es lb!iilton, stnggoring wider tho incessant dor.>and from 
edi tors for moro and coro of his work, ever ocipl.oy n "ghost" wri tor? I 
oo qui to certain thet he did not nftor th e first llorld llor . Of th e few 
years before tl>a first llorld liar I Ill not so certain . 

There are some stories in that peri od, in both the Mognet and 
the Gem, which have a strangely hybrid navour . There are sto ries which 
ware obviously wr1 tten by a substitute llllthor, yet show the Hamil ton 
touch in places . 

I do not believe for a ma:ient that Charles Hamil t on ever had the 
time or the inclination tor readiogwbsti tu te stories after they were 
in pri nt . How vas it then that occasio nally the creations of substi
tute vri tors appeare d i n his stories . In tbs middle history of the 
i:epers I believe that this was due t o the edi tor s changing Mmes on the 
manuscripts . Certainly 1 t happened in the case of Mr. Pilbean . 

About 1930 a Gem substitute autho r retired Mr. Linton 8lld replaced 
him with Mr. Pilbe... . In at leaat one of the s t ories which the genuine 
vri ter contributed before the reprints COllJllenced, Mr. Pilbeom appeared . 
Charles &cilto n t old me that he had never even heard of Mr. Pilbeam. 
In his st ories he WTOte o f Mr, Linte r.!.:,~ in the editori.al 
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office changed the nwoe. '!'he overall illlpression at the time vas that 

the genuine Clifford hod used a substitute writer ' s charncter . 
Delarey and Fhyllis Hovell , t o Clelltion but two of Pent elov 's 

creations , were referred to by the genuine writer in bis stories . Here , 

I think it likely , we have instance of Pentelov al taring the IE!lles in 

the CIWlUSc:ripts . 
Not so easy t o explain Bilay, however, i s the case of Mr. Erasmus 

Zochari ah Pepper , who owned a barn. Mr. Pepper w,d hi s barn appear t o 

have been an inventi on of Pentelov , but both were featured in genuine 
HlU!lilton stories some years after Pootelov •s influence had left the Gee. 

Mr. Poppel's barn vas the rendezvous !or Pentelov's stories of 

the St. Jilll ' • parliament . Years earlier , when t be blue G<!m wae very 
young, th ere were genuine stories about a St. Jilll'• per liament . 

For a tice there does seec to have been a link -u p between tbe 

stories of Charles llanilton and Pent elov ldlicb ie all the more remark 

able because the styles of the two authors , ere so utterly dissiJ:dlar . 
It is knee the t the two cm clashed . 

Yet it is a fact that , oome years late r, the brilliant little 

eerie• of the Stoey Seven saw Too, Meny & Co running a teashop in Mr. 
Pepper ' s barn . It real]¥ does not mske sense, unless be crested Mr. 

Pepper and the barn, that Charles liaadlton should use thee , l ong after , 
or even know aeything about thee . 

Odd is the case of Clifton Dane in the blue Gee. limo vas the 

creation of a subs ti tu t o vri te r, a man whose sty l o was quit e unlike 
Hai:,ilton •s , Yet !laclilton adopted Dane, and , in blue cover stories , 

often introduced hie . It is inconceivable to oe that , vith the vety 

large St. Jio ' s cast of his ovn Cl'elltion, the gendne author should 
read a substitu t e stoty ldlicb was piblished "68inst his vishe s , and 

'!dopt th e now character therefran . '!'he most feasible explanation i s that 

the substitute writer introduced lime under the instructi ons of t be 

gemdne l!art1n Cliff ord . 
Charles llamilton told ce ""p,atically that, vith the exceptior. 

of •n,,, School Under Canvas, • he never wrote a story which appeared 

under th e pen-Ml:IO of Prosper Hovard . Yet Prosper Hovard created 

Gordon Cll\Y in the &npire Libraty - ond, down the years , Charles llamilton 
troqwmtl;y used Gordon Gey. 

In the blue Gem and the red llaenet the majority of stories stand 

out , vi th out acy drubt as genuine oaterial . 'l'bere are S<lllO which ere 
obrlously substitute e!!orts . ait there are a IIUl:lber on ldlich it is 

difficult t o pass an opinio n - and it is hard t o see ,my this should 

be so . It has been suggested occasional]¥ that these were written by 
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Charles Hamilton on an "off" day. More l ikely , I think, t hat t hey were 
ghost stories, t ouched up by the gerui ne hand. One does not, at lll\Y 
rate, find aey of t hem after t he first World Var. 

Bern ard Glyn was certainly a genuine character. Yet Glyn was 
spoken of as being at the school , in a subs titute story which appeared 
before the genui ne one which t old of Glyn's arrival . Unless Mr. Ham
ilt on himself told th e sub -wri ter about Glyn, the sub writer cust have 
read the genuine Glyn st ory in manuscript form in the editor ' s office . 
In that case , the editor held back the genuine story t o replace it with 
a sub sto ry vhich at that t ine had not been written. It doesn ' t 118ke 
sense . 

'l'o cy '1l.nd the cost striking indication of a pcssible ghost 
writer is f ound in the 1913 blue Geo s t ory "Misunderstood . " AB a sub 
s t ory it i s fairly successful , th ou,ih it la cks the llaoilton magic and 
would never deceive the r eal student . But this sto ry bas a s tock Hamil
t on theae. 'l'he boy who sees two people in danger , goes to help the one 
whose need ie the greater, and is accused of cowardice fo r neglecting 
the other . Imm the years this theoe was used a good oany tices at the 
various schools , tiJou&h I believe ( witho ut checlcing) that t his was the 
first instance of its being us ed. At th e end of th e s t ory Manners was 
presented wit h bis famous caoera . 

If the story wne a nomal sub specioon , slipped i n by the editor , 
the fact of Charles Ha:iil ton re peati ng th e s&1e theme nnd keepi ng 
Manners• C8r.19re as a stock topic , is strange . But if th e t heoe was 
sketched out by the genuine vri ter, and worked on by a ghos t writer 
under his di.rectiOn, th e whole puzzl e falls into place . 

I have just been r eading an articl e which Roger Jenkins wrote in 
1946. Now I an sure it is unfai r to quote fr an an ar ti cl e which a 
colleague wrote l ong ago . With the passing of t he years our taste rmy 
change a little ; our knowledge increases ; we becoce less baopered by 
prejudice . I l oathe cy own articles which I wrote even a fe w years 
back , and it eobarresses oe if I ever read them. I could ofte n be con
f ounded if o.nyone was so Wlld.nd as tc quote many of 111/1' own~ articles, 

Roger ' s old articl es stand up t o the passing of tioe far bette r than 
mine do, so I hope he will f orgi ve oe f or quoting him here. I only do 
so because a colll:leilt he mde in his 1946 article provide s an interesting 
point in connecti on with the theme I so now handling . 

Mr. Jen!d.n' s wrote : 
11Tbese ( the 'Nipw from Nowhere' series in the Gem1 were 
in all pr obability writt en by Clive R. Fenn, the only person 



vbo ever used Mr. IIS!i11lton•s pen-nanes without his dis 
approval. And one cnn appreciate t he reas on, for these 
tales seem t o be vri tt en by the bond of the rooster hil:!
self . It is unfortunate that if the employment of 
subs titute vri tars was inevi t able , the A.P. did not alws.ys 
enll. at first on the son of Manville Penn," 

I don' t suppose that today, seventeen years l ater , Roger would be 
of the opini on that the "!lippy frail Nowhere' series , which t old of the 
St. Jl.J:i's chUctS on tour with a motor ceravan , seeoed to be writt en by 
the band of the master himself. According t o the Gem catalogue , the 
Nippy series were writt en by S. E • .Austin, who wrote a large llllClber of 
sub stories in both the ""8net and the Gee. 

However, my reference t o Mr. Jenld..n's very old article is not on 
accoun t of the Nippy series . I have quoted fran the article simply 
for the s ta teoent : "Clive Fenn, th e onl y pers on who ever used Mr. 
Homilton •s pen-ll8.'lles without bis di sa pprovnl. " 

It seems obvious th at Roser l!IU9t have got that froo Charles 
Hamil t on himsel f. But , so for aa I know, there is no r eference aeywhere 
to Clive Fenn having written 8D/f suoot itute story . There seecs to be 
no J"OOOrd that Fenn ever wrote a Msgnet or Gem sub s tor:, for the edit ors . 
;tet he was the only r..on who used Charles Ha:iil t on 's pen- naoes vi thout 
bis disapproval . 

'l'ben for wba?J did he write? 
Surel,y for Charles l!a'1ilton . Is it not feasible t o think that he 

may have been a "ghost" writer - worldng under th e directio n of t he 
gemrine auth or? 

Much of thi s is conje cture - but it i s f ascina ting t o conjecture . 
No doubt we shall go on conj ecturing f or ,mny years t o cooe. 

* * * * * * * 
CONTROvmsllL ErnO~ 

No. 68. THE !IEAVWLY MNS 

~ fbw&tl one 8l.weya thought ot the Ceo and ttagnet as t.he 'Keannl7 Twtns• 
iwaat.o bl tJpeeted that the •Vi tal Spant• cOUld g low equal}y" tirlgb t In both 

1tmltaneoua1J. ProbablY tM 193},,35 period "8.1 the t1.me ftl en the i r coa>lned l en l wu 
at 1'8 btgti.eai , Cb.,U#l tor the oc:molueur tht a t, perhaps clouded b7 the realt aatlon tbat 
the Gee was CarTYtne reprfnt a whldi, for all tll etr qual lt)' , lNNI not qut te mat Ult 
orlgtna.11 had been. The two papers touched a hi gh lev el 1lcultaneou11¥. thoUgh, in the 
am:,er or 19'3, with the Blzd.: Boz serh• In the Cem tf'ld the Wate r-Lll.1 aertes In the 
l'teDlt t, 

ThoUBh t.be Tt&.al ,part ta an ~stakteble feature or Homllt.on•• beat ncr lea. l' n 

l 
\ ' 

t 
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neYel' QUlt.e f ol.I'd QYHH I n (lg?"IUIQ,WJt with the ld ta that It dtaappeared atttr e,t,out 

19.3lf.. The 't'/ - •}4 Pfflod sttl'& aupreoe becou,e U'le laci, or am tua bumOd at eedllY 

tlrou&hoUtJ tbereatttr U>ere wen tl 11ts lltlli!tl " tluttered a littl e . &.It aaeh ,Plendld 

tate, at tllt Porc.ereu rr , series or 1935, t bl watch-Qi.a.In arxt Seahlll Pant aeries ot 
19J7 and tbi carter Hrtu of 19J8 - am I think '-here are otbera - b:,# no dl.c..lnUtl on 

or the tl.tlct Wt I oan ••· I en• Wt tbert art notl eeabb godtttcat1on1 or •t.Yl t 

am D:>Od, but r.beat I would regard u martl:ln& a norcal d if feren ce bei..ten "'8t mtght bt 

oalltcl clddle-perlod arw:1 l ate,,,perlod .-;,rk , ol>Hnable tn air/ writer . Ren I follow 

Ragar• but I do fnl hi eoea r.oo tar In -:uHtln& '1)e.t the greatest or ..,y Qan•s wont 

cai:ies In hll aldcllt pertod . Truttha.c. we bert r t.na ,oce or the t rell'lnea, end tnven'1•~ 

nraa or ,outb cod,lned wltb the great.er cawrtc., and w19dOII or apertene.; Wt Mbat or 
that particular anlt7 , depth ind NNnl t,J tbo.t ..coc:,es trlth age? In l!!l'if ca,e , ere 

Othello , Lear dld J.ric.ony and Cl eq>fttra. Nal.17 cJ.ddll-1)erlod Bh:*.e.speart? Burel¥ not . 

~~~"".~ ~~~t~\;; ~~ ~ ~~~ :;;~.!:l!i~~"!~:r:,:e~y 
Its cheertul cO'fer . upec l allf ln U. aa:,er a::ttt.bs llltlen l t nmed to penon l fY tar ze , 

at SJ.Y ra t e , tile tang btau t1M an::iars of tb&t pertOd. tr. Shield'• Illustrations 
canr lni ltle great Ltlncaater aeries , and coat or th e other &"lat aeries at Chia ttmt were 
cuctt IX'IN tdUlt then lat er Illust rations In the Nagnet. I cau t adtll t that 1ooe of th e 
Nd, JIIJltl tlk:I ~ Otm "" eu .ractlve t oo. 

?.!rsS!r:: I ~ ~ :r!: 0
1:o;~~lr~d~=t J!?~~ = ~al= Ult m 

CNC)pl e. l haw atwoa t nJoYad stor i es or St. J lo', , but tht,y nner at tll to rsns tht 

bell llk t Crvtrtars and Rookltood do. l can't put 111 rtng tr on the Nason t or tbts, 
but I know that l pref er poat18r Bt. JI.ti.'• to the pre-war var i ety. And to my S1J'l)rtse 

I nm prefe r l t to tht post.-111r ONJfrtars. 

fr!~.S!¥£,1.~ :°en~~!n ::,:~ 1~10;;:' b;'~he~: t~~ =or= ~~ldtrs 
GNI keen t o obt41n LhtH pl!C)tN and pa)' high prt ou tor them. Wb.1 1111:re UKi,' reprtnt«t 

ID tlM1 tl ce'7 The an8"'er Is ctaar. Ute aeerec. wa.a tb8 ata>tphare tn those st ories 

'ltllch was nt'ttr rept.attd In l!ll:f lattr per iod or tho.t Y&fY tGDOUS pelr , the cem and tb8 ........ 
~er= ~~~e~1:~c ~~ ~.,~~ t~t'=e~:: =~"' 
tndtv l <llallt7 and parhapa gre a ter dl!ttnctton . Leonard Shi Gilda or eour• did oos t or 

the conn troo 1927 onw:u,ia and at h l1 beat be wu w,.equalled tn this fi eld. 

So t ar as the ectU41 contwiu or t be ""° magptne. ""' concerned tn th e red , Nltte 
end blue and ,ell<lf and orqe per toci, at lust It can bt: Nl d tor the ttaanet c.hat, 
the Nrl al ~ . all ».. teatuNa l'l'fN CIJlll>llmlnt.arY to th a aa Jn lehool story . 1bta 

was not true or me Ctm tithe r OJJ'tnc Its • tncUan ~ or tn the reprtnt pertod . 

finally, I agree that the ~et t n lt 1 taa, ,eora ec.hleved citgntc., and pemap, 
a llnl e CluUne.ss too. 

GREJERI@ 18 CPU:§ BfPi 

' Thi <IJ.ARDIJ.N, In an artlcl t b)' TarTY Coltcen, hY glvt n ttie glad news tbot •omt 

or the old <il't7fr lan ar.cr les llN to bt reprinted In I..OClt Slid LEARN. In hJa ~tel , , 
,... Colemn mes til t roUowtng statlml ts: 

N,- this Cla§Dlnt 1 lftlcb l.!-,•!!:!l , c91t• It,..&,,~~ 



~~ ... 
th.e •Chlld rm ' s Na,spap~ 11 rat.bar oore IOphtat1C8tec1 tban tbe ol d •Kagnev. Wbat, I 
a* , _..., Hr. HattheQ NT11't bit.er , Bob Cheny, ~ elch anti Co.? 

Re gtNS a oonstdered aflSl!ler. Old Bunter , be prooot1>ees, 1181 a c l asalcal gentle
Qfl: ind he WMU t o gtn mdelTI: childl"'ea tbe opportuni ty lhelr parents had or me tt~ 
bli:. 

But the tdea of re1111Cttatln8 Bmt ar t s re:i.U, that or nr. Truer tlfflOf'I, canagll'€ 
editor ot Look and Learn. Hr. Newton ts platnlY aone on Bmter. Ke leats tl1rouah a 
~ 101um or the Populer or 192.3 ~ 181• they•re golfl8 to reproduce aoae or th e 
original 111.u.Stratl ons tf'ld t?Bt Che lcrout too will ba In tbe ap1r1t or th e old dq s. 

But ru ders wtll get their &mter 1n !Dlll.ler d.:,sea t?wl Cllelr f<>Ntatlwrs. 'lbl: 
IKOrl ea Wbtdl IPPf8Nd aboUt 1912 ln the Gem aid fbe tsSGnet wen 25 ,000 wonts l cq . In 
Che 1920s tbq were reprint ed In tnstalcen t• or a quarter or that lqth, and r.:M the 
week.lY episod es will be Clll)' 2,5000 wotda 10ng. 

REV I EW 

•JUST LIXE BO!lTER" Frank Richerds Cassell ' a 11 / 6d. 

It is knovnthat Frank Richards l eft on unfinished Greyf'ri.ars 
manuscri pt , llis agents sought soc,ebod;y t o finish off that nanuscrip t, 
Quita a f ew m tars, apparent l,y, were af t er the jo b, but , so far as I 
ac aware , it bas not been divulged who was given it , 

I s "Just Like funte r " the r,anusc ri pt in uestion? No doubt keen 
students of llaoil t onfa will read tl» story ond decide for themselves, 

Bill,y Bunter pl!\,YS a cocparn tivel,y snal l psrt in the tale, The 
stars are Vernon-&i th and iledwing, For the first 23 chapters the 
pl ot works up agreeabl,y , and tlle incanpatibili ty of Smithy and Redving 
i s cleve r l,y portreyed , 

On account of bis reJ'ltati on the Bowider i s restricted tc pocket
coney of 2/6 a week, Here Fronk Richerds sliJ') up , It is unlikely 
that an experie nced l!l8Ster like Mr, Quelch (or the Bounder' s hard
headed father) would , in th ese deys , l..itiit arr:, J'lblic school boy to 
pocket-<>Oney of a care half-crown a week, 

On credit, th e Bounder backs a horse , I n fact be baclcs tlle SSDe 

horse on three separete occasions and f'in:la himsel f in debt t o Soapy 
Sanders to the tune of £17, There is a well-written chapter i n -.hich 
the Bounder breaks bounls at night and Redrlng save s hie froc dete ct ion, 
Tile two quarrel , 'Ille tho rny friendship is a t an snd, Redwing' s father 
is bCtil0 at Hawscliff , so Red wing goes off t o spend a few deys vi th bi s 
fa the r, So far so good , · 

But from Chapter 24 the Bounder goes abruptl,y out of character, 
The pl ot saas and senticent oozes at the se&IS, 

Redwing, from Bawkscliff , ring:, up Wharton. Redwing is worri ed 
t hst the Bounder mtl/1 be in money difficulti es. Redrlng bad drawn £20 frOOl 
his poot-office account, just in case , He asks Wharton t o let him know 
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. iJ!llnediately if the Bounder appears t o be in trouble . 'Wharton premises 
t o do so , BM adds the horrid modemisn "Not t o vorry !" 

But t he Bounder bas repented . "lie had been think:I.Dg very bard 
of l ate , and he ll8S oonscious of a fe~ of shaoe - shame for his 
unruly bad tec,per , shame for bis cynical ingratitude . What a fool, 
and what a rotter he had been . If he had listenad 1xl bis loyal friend 
1nstead of oocking bin fer 'pi - jaw' - if be had had sense enough, 
decency enough, to realise ,mat be was losing in losing that l oyal 
pe1 - But it was too late t o think of that now.• 

It baxdly seems feasible that a debt of £17 would bring a fell ow 
lik e th e Bounder f ace t o face vi th ruin. For once he seems remarkably 
lacking in initiative . He writes a pitiful l etter to Old Too who "bad 
always been so loyal, so sensible , and never in the least doubting or 
di s trustfuJ. ." 

The Boomer has been gated for the tern , so he sends Bunter up t o 
Hawkscliff with the letter: "I shall oot be here when you ca:ie back , 
unless yoo. save rxy skin." 

Off goes Bunter t o the Redwing cottoge at Hawcl ilf . "There was 
neither knocker or bell . " 

The Redvini,,were not at hC1!18. Bi.nter found thee in a gully on a 
boat . John Redving was stepping the mast and Tao Redving shipping the 
tiller . There is no further oenti on of Old John in this sequence. May
be the cut hor forgot he was thare . 

"Letter f or you, Redwing, • squeaks Bunter . 
It fal.ls in the sea as Bunter t osses it t o Redving aver the reil 

of the je tty . Then Bunter departs in a huny end does not bear Red
wing' s query as t o who sent the lette r . Althou8h he has so recently 
asked Wharton t o coa:runicate with hill in case of 8Ilergency Redwing 
does not worry at t he l oss of the letter. "He diBilissed the inciden t 
from his cind as t he boat ran out to sea . " 

In the weekend which f ollows , the Bounder decides that Hedwing 
has failed bin in bis daxi<:est hour. I t st ill does not occur t o him to 
seek assistance fra:l a.eyone but Redving, but it does occur t o hill that 
,he oigbt rob Mr. ~ch. "Could he sink st ill lower - could he take 
that final plunge? i!w could not - be would not!• 

The sto,:y 1a floundering in rhetoric . The Bounder tells Harry 
Wharton &: Co. tilat he has decided t o run away fro c school and that he 
will catch a train at 6 o'clock froo Lanthsc Junction , The Head Boy 
of the Raoove takes no steps t o avert the cri sis, but the Co l ends the 
Bounder £1 to !BY his fare. However, as the Bounder eets off, presuo
ably f or Friardale , Harry Wharton l eaps on bis bike and pedals off t o 

l' i{ 

I 



Hallkscliff to tell Redwi.ng. Then, in his turn , Rodwi.ng lo ni:e on his 

own bike snd i:ednls off for Lanthoo, where he finds the Bounder on the 

platfora . So the Bounder is saved. 
Owing t o the fact that th e Bounder had beon gated, Authority was 

keeping a strict eye on hio earlier in tho story. Yet on this parti 

cular afternoon he wns able t o travel via Friardale and Courtfield t o 

I.'.urthtlti - and beck - call at the Three Fishers to settle his debt - and 

return to Greyfrinre in tioe fo r call-over wi. thout being ci ssed . 

"Just Like Bunter'' is hardly Ju.st Like Frank Richards . It 08/f be 

a poiular additi on t o th e Bunter series . The yow,gor elecent oay enjoy 

the s entiJJent nnd the ideal fri endship t hoce. For this critic the 

ending just does not ring true . 

• * • * • * * 
"BILLY B1lN'lm Wl'l'S IN" Frnl1k Richards Four Square 2/6d . 

First J"lblished in 1951 , this story has the ever-poiular theme 

of Harry Wharton feuding with Mr. Quelch. It suffars by being presented 

on the 81:laller canvas of t he 65,000 vord st ory. Nevert heless , it is 

entirely read oble nnd is one of the very best of the post-war Bunte rs . 

• * * * • * * * • • * * * 

tteettng held Jy.lY '9th, 196}. 

In contrnst to tbe Wt aeettne when we bed • run 1atl'm"~. tbe 111,....,._. 
or :1t1v11n lfflS a trlrle d1a.appolntlna bUt tor all that, lt lltll n n r,r enJoY&bl• proe.raa:ie . 

It "a.s f'rc Porter, nli)lt md u usual It MS well wor~ the hard work Toa had put Into the 

pNp&retlon. 8t4l"tlD& otr •ltb a ratrJ.y ta.Q' IJIIZ (School Caot.a1na end Prttaeu ) 1tC11 b7 

wselr • prlu - a Hode.m BoJ". tt 118.1 toU<Med bJ' •eut,.a tbe Jrfuct>er-conuai. Hon::ws, 

C:recor-, eot tbl nearest l!fld ea atn a ttxMm 8o7 _, bis NWtlt'd. 

Wt cen al,ieya NlY on Tom to brlrc al.on& sor» ••IT attractht Coll tctora Gee Sid 

l:lla: tlrtt nhlblt waa a GDt. In f act O•• lo• 129 - the ttrst of tb& Jerrot<l l.tEloy,,,{.llnley 

artes •s. RR OUtsldtr .• Thi ,pectal attro.c tt on or thla •• that It bON tbe S8CII do.te, 

dQ ..s month of u. mutnc - ):Ith or Ju.Jy, 1910 • SJ 111ara old ezact}Y . ror-ht• 9tOCn:I 

ex:httilt lfl old lmltdQ' rmci>er ot W Nacntt • No. :JI) DSN • HIJTJ' Wharton & eo •a HoUda:,. 

~~~th-":;t i~4.~~~~·~tT~9
1
2!ve us an QltU n& or tt» story 'The T'rtc.uter 
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A ,.,. or 11.nco baNd m ore,rr tars cMraettni prot"td n17 enc.ertalnt nc wt C.b 

Noroen Crea.017 1olnlna cioat honour a. fbere 11131 a dl acuu l on •Di d the s.B.L. have to 

rt nl~? I• there IJlfJ tuturt tor O.B. Bo()UII: . .All 1olned tn wttb VMTlnc dt &Nta of 

opUmtm or otht n,ll e. 
Thi Nading or Jack Corbtt t• • arUcl t In C. D..A. 1947 wu CGntlnued ( In hi• eb,enee 

ti,'Tac P~u-) . 
ffMI Llbrer7 rattle tm1 ltCft t,y Ra¥ Btm t U. an:t Ms pr1H _. a St.l\ter &«* end a 

a.r.L. ni , 9ccnd prize Hnt to Ted Dln'ey. 

M!•tllJli hfld JOth JugUst , 196, 

Once again we bad a .,, ,.,. good au.«ldanc• tor our aontll]y oentng, althouch we sN 

1n the a.ldst or u.e mUdQ aeucn , and mt, month we weN pltutd 1.0 wetccn one or our 

new tEJbera, .Alfred Hensen. 
Aft'1r the rorml buatnu a bad been dl,po Md ot OelT')' .Alllaon gave us the news md 

C10rrt'11pOndcnc• or ti» EiD:lt.h, which included lt tc.ers from Ben Whiter ond &le Fa,ne re
&ardl~ 111, 3Xtth t aaie or the c.o., and "' •rt nr, pl&Med to hear aca.ln rroo StanltY 

ID.1th c h0pt1 to be with u In tb.t not too dist.alt tuwr... Anotber tt ci or tnurest 
NI a new Fou:r""'6qu3N peper boa, 1BIU,1 Bl.ml.t r 81.!tt& · ~ llfllcb Jeck Wood pused ro1.m . 

Jeck a11o reed • enrac.t tror:i tbt tJorkahtn l'Oat' about r.wo bt'octaers 'IIIIO weN tnaeou .. 
..i iwtns. Thi antlea the)' gol. up to C,U-1,w Uwlr smool.daJ• rclnded one Jtl'On&l.1 of the 

'A,stleton aerJta . Jack then produced ~e lson lA• Llbf'8J')' Old Serles No. 66, d.G.tld 9th 

8epted>er , 1916 end reod m •tract troa th t a tory flt\tch we, •the t11s t el'7 or the 10.20 

tipNs 9'. It wu aurpstslnc how CUCh or the dt tatl rec tnded ua or the btg tratn 

robbtl'7 tlbJcb hsl taken plat • terlter tn the •*• J.Dother t ie or netts """ r l"'Otl the 

lno.,,clK!sUr GuanllM' 111\.Jeb no.WCI I.hat lb e '1 N t.wa7 PNu ON &Otng to ~)1!11 SEJI 

or u,e Bwlter si.artu ln abbrfltated rcra. 
Thia lilOl\th' s No:11,. was trota t.be boc*. 1Jecltson Jtrit or• b7 P. c . Wodehouse, ort 

glnallY ae.rtaltNd tn •The Ceptatn • S'ld described the school ' • J110tch with tl'le 11..c . c . 

••1" well rendered o.s u~ by Oerry Alllaon . 
Art er ret'Nllmenu we all "tacked • 41'.111 aent c.o us b1 the London Club.. n woa m 

ucellerrt . md oOQ>nhl!nslfl ttH end Bi ll WtUt...-,. nm out • wortbY lf!M er , f"nnt 
ffS)C()Ck btl,- .xmd Sid Ron HodclCID. third. Tiii• to<* u, on ntc •lY to 9 .. 15 lifKln the 

DN:Ung t.arD!nattcl. 
Hen CNt.106 • 1~ Stpttc:tler .. 

r. tu.rmooc: - Hert. Sec. 

Neetlff held Mldille J Jth "KYfi 

Cople s or U\t ll).J tlagMt en a:> rare ttet t.o nm • • OM t s qUttt en t'flnt. 
ttwiu to foe Porter, trm BIJ"'DJrwfLs=, WIO • wtrt •11'7 plt&Nd to see a c. our me ttna. we 

were able to enJOJ w e. exs,trhnce . I t t a abll11 a pltdJN to baTe Toa with us ard 

ht apoke ti. ltnat.b about hla ..c:nclu-tul coll ecc.t on ( are]y th e bi ggest. In the oowit.rJ) Sld 

nnatllE:red mn, QUHttooa on bla mtthoda or coll~ttng and J)Nl&r"lat t oo. 

we "'" lllO pl euect to wlool:li ilt Ran.on trm l'tlnchester . Bert Halett, our 
nei, eed>er 1 Si.idtd bla tJNt rul.1 cieetq and • are loott,. rcrward to hh becoa.lne one 

or I.bl hard oore or witbmtuta. 
JJ"ter t ... Tcm !lorur tnt rocb:ed a •atnco 11u 1Cll'. Noc.hire so c<a:Xlft es •cltcbt;J 

cu~ .xi • ltlU'• .,,. .. !Qfner , this one ua based on ui , lld\ool chnracters and the 

"IMU'a or the cam• p~ Included Bert Rad>lttt. Cear'I • Riley aid Jock Horgan. Hor:tr'I 

Pr,cne ll thin pl"'N«'l t ed WI wtth a aeries er MGlraml 111,lch Toa Porter woo. 

I 
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rtnal17 Toll lntam.tced tba dlacu•lon ror t.bl ennq "'9 ,ubJ ect be i ng Ca) Dld 

Rancltort.b c,otl CM Hllacm LN and ( b) Dld 8\llter spo il \he NB&Qet7 Tm oonsldered Jb• 
si-.r to ( a) wa, fe, becw..e bo contmded ~ "'111• &.8.B. tried to VpbOld Herxlt orU!. 
as a decent and a:xtel .:hoolbo7 . h!a bull)'trw. ST'0£11'1C. lftCI r ather ~Id at tleude ai 
tlmH SOQilllN.t baU ecs that.. He aua;eated t.bat ht dominated th e war eerlu or Helson 
Lee to sich im «nmt tbat It a1&bt •U blrf a been called •&ancstorG'l•• WNkl1'9; Bunt.er . 
IXl &.he oUltr hm, waa nn .. Intended to bt an,t:l\ l ng bU\ an obt.u,ie f,r boy , a tl &UN ot 
~(tir°~ ':!: : ~tin e or the later MBgntta wu: 1 Btll.Y &.1iur•1 Otrl•. Hts d'.l••r 

Homan Pracn•ll 5'ld _.,. other or u, at W geetln.g did not enUrel7 acree •ltb 
Tee. Noman 9'ated that Hanctrcrth did not e.lMll'• dmlnat a th e Nelaon L H bUt a&Ned 
tbel. on oceaaJon, , e~lall.J 1n the 'Cblna' and •NOl'thtstrtU.- ,arles bt Md been cr,er
don e. 1htN "'" Olll'f¥ 8'0l"IH In !Cllch hi pla,td onl1' a nJno r par\. 

Bunter, bclN!ftr, " em1 1de.nd .., c tnn to ua ln OTardosea rn aJ..moa e'HIY at.or, 
w,tll bl becee N&l.Nllltl nc. ~ or us ob,ec ted to uw title • a ni, Bwlter Cl.UNI' 10 
otbln g lYtn to 111 .-, ruenc. Via tae a that • nN cUsolple, of t:J\ftt rtdlculoua aDd 
lq>oaa lbl e char'act ar. 

'Ibis atH.~ we, 10 tl'\llttul mat It Mint to Htn tl• end St._. wtfh conaJ.der
abh n luc~ tbai • flnal17 had IO caDG to a clOM. 

Nut i:itetlne, 8u.nde,J' Septecbtr 8th - 6.o p,m. Pl'OCl>t.. 
BIIJ. llllOkll. 

u.l!.!!.l!.!! 
n.e holldq tlOflth or !uguai 1enc-all.1 ... , a mall attendance ai OW" meting. bllt 

on t hl1 ooeu t on, Len and Joah Peckmn were ,are u bl.y airpr l Nd a, W total nuct>er or 
as::tl4ta ~Nlt at tbelr £aat DulMtOh metlna , on Sln1a.7, ~t 18Cb, .., 24.. 

Bu.sin ... -.. Yfl'7 brt* t<r botb tbe Utnr hn.a: Roeer Jtdttna en1 Bob BUtbe, • 
mpeot .i rooo bd.,. put at their dllp oaal. !rt.er ffff7on • bad aatlatted thetr reading 
want.a, thl m etf.n& proper comcncacs. Tbl PN 11cttnt, Jom Wemha, out li ned the details 
tor the Natdstonli De t q end Brian Do11e apoke ab<M: tbe coacb book In&. All tha• 
ao1ns • Ill be not ttted ot the run det.ati. 1llhen tlnal.17 N ttl«s. 

Bob 8].yt.be ll1d lAn Padman to ld or trwlr blppy YI IU. to Edll:y Searle, Broou and 
wu tt a colnc ldlnce tba Bill Lotta ""' h11 ~tel, oa Nelaon I.ff tn:m ChR n eecwe, 
P1>Cllcat1on1 bout 11111&Ulnt1 Oreat rare ror Ole Lee lt H . i..rt e But.ten, •tdl aomt 
..rul. pm.a, oorwcud m enJQYabH qUls. N• ns: e ror tbe •Inner, I.AG 8p1oer, ,iho ba1 
oc:a ~ rn:a Readtrw ror tht gathe!"trw. Erle ~ "81 NCCO:I enc, the •Don• wu 
t11.1n1. 

Another rtne ZXlth IUlber or w c.o. quls, t.bll tlm b7 t..en Paokmn. • • won by 
Blll Lotti : the •Don• WU a oood end Laar t e Button third. 

The naSds tont ou ting will bl heltl on Buma;:r, Sept«i>er 15tll, "SJ Tomrtd&• Rota 
the addreu, ~ Hatd.ltcn1 ZJ15. , vr, 1ooe1 JJ!'CCl"9lll:I baa been ernrceci. c. H. Q\api:w'I 
a Niu Rood hope to atttnd. 

BETTE fATE !fiRP!p) 
We NCNt to lesn or tm llldden deatb of tbl talhr of Bett e Pac.e, c. D. 

OODCl"lbuior Sld tb e NCN'817' of car -.irallan ClUb. Collecicrat Dl&•R upreuH 
tta dH pa.i ~ to Bet t e and tJW: tGJ.y 1n tbe lr '°"'°"• 

liUJC§ TO LCIIDf am !lllPI 
Tha London CIIIC ttteitng tor Beptcr>er ,ttu be Sn dle roro or an ouuna at Natdston • . 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~---'?!"'u"'~~~~ 
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'll!E LATE BILL IIARTIN' S COLL!X:'I'ION &JLD BY AUCTION 

A report by Brian Doyle 

The late Bill Martin 1e extensive collec ti on of old boys • books 
and l"pers bas finally gone its several weys; the final brealcing-up 
of th e ~plus voluces (as well !lS a oountain of l oose l"pers and 
odd =bers) took plaoe at Messrs. Hodgson' s Auct ion Roocs in Chancery 
Lene, Lomon on Friday, 2nd August, 1963. 

And in many ways it was socething of a sad occasion . It I s not a 
cause f or rej oicing when a llllln ' s lifetime colle ction of rsre books is 
shared out among a horde of eager (dare one say greecy) dealers who 
knOII a good thing when they see it. 

But , l ooking at it froo another point of view , I suppose it does 
enable other collectors to obtain certm.n books, or :runs, for which 
they have been searching for years . It tends to keep the ca:rlcet I on 
the move 1• .lnd, of course, it ' s extreoel.y use:fW. f or keeping up-to 
date with current value s . It ' s alwey,, helpful to knOII roughly what 
ona ts prized possessi ons are worth. 

How wer e the prices at the Bill Martin Sale? Were there extrava 
gsnt bi ds - or spectacular bargains? Neither really, Let ' s take a 
quick l ook at a few voluces and the prices they fetched in the auct ion 

= ··· 
Just under 100 voluces by G,W.M. Reynolds {auth or of ce.n,y 
Gothic-sty l e ra:iances, including the lengthy "M.yst eries 
of London") sold for just under £100 - an average of £1 
per volu:ne. 

116 voluoos of md -19th ceniury ' bl oods • by such prolific 
autho rs as Prest, Rrryo and Pierce Egan, went fo r just 
over £150. 

Edward Viles ' "Black Besa • in 4 vols . went for £10. 

26 books about the adventures of ' Jack Rarkaway (sooe 
duplica t es) went f or a codes t £12. 

Nos. 1....182 of the "Wild West Library " in 12 bound volumes 
for £16. 

9 vol umes of .the "Boys Frlem Library" ( 4 nos . in each) 
f or £8 and 65 First and Ear ly editions of G.A. Henty•s 
books f or £38, 

t 

I 
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Volimes 1 - 11 ( bcund in 6 vols . ) of "The Thriller" to
gether with a fev other odd books , bro1J8ht £21 • 

Vols . 1 - 31 of Bret t's "Boys Canic Journal" (bound in 
half green calf gilt ) £12 10s. 

Jlarg8ins ( or so they seeced to ce) included 1 IO vols . 
of Bretts "Young Men of Gret Britain " (Vols . I - 41 plus 
vari ous duplicates, all bound in hlllf~f) for c.s. 
Vol s. 1 - 65 of "Boys of England f or .£4. 

Nos. 2 - 264 of the ildine "Inventi on, Travel and 
Adventur e Librar,y" (rEClember all those 'Frank Reade ' s?) 
in 19 bound voluces f or £12. 

Nos. 1 - 00 of th e ildine "Robin Hood Library" in 5 
bound vol uces f or ii, 10s . 

Nos . 1 - 182 of the ildiD3 "Dick Turpin Library" 
inclwing wrappers in 7 bound voluces, fetched £23 . 

314 Nos . of the ildine "Detective T!ll.es" in 43 bound 
voluces - £10 . 

And that ' mountain • of several hundred l oose copies 
(a roo1 brovser ' s delight) '!'hat vent for £21. 

Altogether , th e sale realised approxi.cately £1050 . Well-known 
dealers pt"esent included Ronald Rowse, R. A. Brir.lmell, represent a tives 
of seve ral booksh ops in Charing Cross Road, and our om Fraak Vernon 
Ley. Fell ow O.B.B. C. IOO!llbers there were Ben Litvak am Sao Tlmrbon. 
Faoous act or and coll ect or Frank Pettingoll was also well t o t he f ore 
in his bids for the ol der material . So wa well-known book-stall 
holder f:roc the Farringdon Road. 

And so, with a nod of the head here and a raised ball - point pen 
there to indicate bids, and in a li t tl e over an hour , t he late lace nted 
Bi ll Martin ' s fil>3 collecti on gradually disappeared anidat 50 or so 
people am a smcky, dusty ato osphere . 

The prices fetched were generally not as high as I personally 
feared they ci8h t be and there vere a few bargains to be had if you went 
along with a fev pounds i n your pocket (nothing in the i!2Clilt onian 
line , by th e way - that all vent privatel,y and via recent advartiaeoents 
in the C. D. bef ore the auction-sale) . 

Nothing approached the price fetched by a 43 volume run of the 
~;J!!!.!14!!i~Jl~,Yj,g.J1_.l.J..9i1?.&?.L\l&l..i.,.un..tll~...l!!:t&rn22.n, • .!f.l),i,.5ll..l!!'1' 



in exces s of £500. 
But no doubt it eigh t have done if t ho r e hn..i been a fe w boum 

vol UDeS of ""8ne t s a'ld Gees on off er • •••• 

************* 

~~~ 
Inte restin g It~ 
t he Editor' s Let te t- Bag 

N, VF.AA, Jorie: CMgn1.tulotl o11.5 oo 
th e a,a.b u.sue. I th ink lt excell ent. 

g;i;J"~~J, R~ J~~ le
1 
~r or 

Coll ecto ra' Di gest . It ls a pro
(lJCtlon w one would be proud or, 
S'ld I ccnu ctul ate y w on a spl endid 
ac,hl eV(f:lfflt. It wi ll , I am SUN, 
gh'e re &l pl easure to al l re Bdel'3. 
\ can i magine how ~ dear old f r iend 

~£'1~ ~~ t;: r.~~ ~l r~ ~ ; :1(10s on the Double C81'\U'Y ed it ion. J. real 

~~~1~: a ! o:. en~ ~ft~t:~::';1:0 e;:~n gl p~~l : rw~ ~ ~;-.;. ~ 
r-'t No. 200 wa.s a ni ce ly-b al anced lss.i e "1\:b Inte res t tor all . I ac chan:r<1 tor' th e 

/•"'"· 
~y ~;r ~~er!~ re rerenee t o flaY Hopk.lns 1 query abou t a.i.th or Regin ald 

Reginald s . Klrtauc did , as Rny Hopkins saYs , write a l ot or girl s ' tt etl on 
tneludl ~ s to ri es t or •schoo l gi rls ' Weetl.Y" tn:ie r the names tJ oan Vtneent' lfw:I •Hilary 

~

l ow•. He also took over U'le Cltr r House st orie s In •Sch:>oltrl end• t l"OCI Horace 
l lt ps In 1921 and coott nued theo until 24, when L.E. Rtflsooe took on r. He later 
u ooys• ttctl on In sever al paper s under t.he name • Frtnk Vincent •. Abo wrote 5 s.iti 

ort es tn tb8 NQgnet between 1917 - 24. He retlNd troo writ ing In 1~ Sld set Up bJa 
business tn Xent , becoliltng a very au.ccau tu l bua lnea....aan and le aving t.32, CX>O Rhen 

died some years ago. 
Kany congratul ations on t he o,gntrt cent 200th editi on. lt wa.s re al)¥ superb. 

ft :!C;X ~eur:~eyJ:az!'t!: ;:1.~~nu~ ~.!~=~~~~~~lh~~~e ~::!~. 
c-, tured Olm' botl'I b.Y albatlt ut e wrtt era . 1 dld not know they ware not writt en by 
FNf1k Rleharoa , md I ac an th e bQfs or th ose dQS did not eith er. tt ts 0011 s i nce 
we: MYe &rO'l"ll ti, that we cr ltt cl ae . ~ . both tal es weN cons t(lere<I good EnOUgh for 
th t N-P rl nts, s'id s:ioe or FrSlk Richard • ' OWi aicrt ea MN not . In any cue , ,non would 
yell call a ,u~ l tut. e ,rtter for Sen.oo Blake? Providi ng they" eppea].e<I to trw:HTIOUal 
ta.ste noood)' eared 1'bo tbe triter waa. 

~ {Dublin}: 81DCeNst con,gratu].atlons oo happy 8f'ln1Ter88J'7 n on iaJper
terrUlc special. nud>ar' or c.o . to celebrat e It . 

~ ( rtncllley}: 1 was recentlY re ading 'Cok er TeJte.a Control' a Ha&net about a teen
~ called Skip, under ~e r' a wlng, ,oontiat, ~- UJ!.~~ !~ -

( 
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aer i es without the enciean:ieot or coc.kney wtt ot r.he pathetic ltttl e mtn l don 't 
know U the n.tp aeries cace atter the Skip mes, but nlp llbowed the author at Jlla 
best ..tiereu tbt Skip one we.a dty end unS1111>&tJietle. 

(flip Jn 1932: Bktp tn 19J7. The Letts Be Contronrstal 81"t1ele •11te Vital Sperk9 
reeent.17 looked at thta probleo ... m.) 

~ (Nortbaq>too): Hoa:t hearcy cQ1gratu.1atlons on tb e 200C,b tasie. lt•a 

11@1UCE KUn<µl (Cl aptoo ): What a grand production It was\ 8o ruu or go<XI thing• tn,m 
ooTer t.o carer. It waa lust like a •N~auncer AnwaJ..• 
Jf{ R,IIL (Cs:tlrtdge ): I' m dr!Ten to wrltlrg to 700 - t.11.ere •.s no other name rcr tt -

Yen a aenae ot gratltude and th.u*8 fer all the pleuure )'OU and yror cmtrtbuton 
hffe gtnn. ce (llrtqi the past year as month b)' IIIOO.tb eactJ. tre!II copy or C.Ollectcrat 

Dtaea ccais 1n. bringing wt. t.b tt tile 8838 charm as ead\ tre.lh copy or tbe ca:i:,.inton 
Papen did nearl.7 tltt.Y Jean eeo. 

~ (t.oncion): Re tbe lasi. tram In 1.ondon, I had a rlde along Gle ~ldanaot eD1 
~ · ~ set or 1WT1nlr tickets. 
,._H .... , .... , ... ____ , .. _ __ .. ,_ .. ,il __ ..,,_ ..... ,,, ... , ,_,,,_..., __ ,_H ____ _ H.,,,.,Ht,,U"N' 
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ffj;Ji~~[~~~'-:~~ ::;!gha!=:~1!e~ ~::~e~~lns • article tllat 

~ ~tha!:1!:~ a~~ =~•= e~~ ~~r:!~ t o be bett er tJlan last. 

ffi?r!Wo~':!)~lt~t=ta,:!'~~;1 h: =~~~t t~ ;~~ ... :o~::n!•: a:ine. 
NIU lY ~Ueated, too , a.a a11111s, so t.hat thi s u. Indeed, an edi ti on to chertsh .. a 
thing or joy tor ner . 

IJ:,~• s1:¥:°~~~:1~okJ~~'!, ~ h~~~~: ~~~~~~t~~=: ~t C: ~iher 
1Qrpr1StngJy ,eeas to Nsent t he 1nc111ston in c.o. or revlemi or S012 or the best 
,tortes or thla ~e ever wri tten. He .-iould reced>er that l t has alwo,s been tbe policy 
ot the i:::iege.ztne, even ln the late Herbert Leck«lby•s tt.ca, to present all aspect.a or 
JChoolboy literature, and the Hard Cover Books are one or th ose aspects. WJth N&ard c.o 
Sl ade, aoo the articles or Roger JErlklna, I hope tbat the eonttnunl demn:i ror CON 
Slade and DJre ot Roger• s articles will ene<:W"age both wr1.ters t o cont i nue with tfl.a t .lN 
h!ghl,y aR)l"ecl a.ted err om Jlbtch CJIO' be sat elJ' Included a:ic:fl8 the tlnest tt eos or t heir 
type mr rtti en. 

~,q~lff!'t!.e~~~t~f ~ i:,.cr~~~a: ~to a°:o=~ta:!~ :,ed a 
toNNMer ot the good tb lnga we anticipat e in the Annual lat«'tn the year. t oc a gre at 
ren or the Blade st.ortu . 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
NCll'ICE to 1.0lIX:W a»B l1El1al&S eont.trwed 

A JS-seater R.J..C.S. C08M (colour. C'4l"OOR " Ith cnac let tert ng) "111 p!ck up cectiers 
ot t he part1 out s ide the front Dlin entrenc e or Victori a H.31n-11ne Rail way Stat ton at 
11 a..c. m Sundq , 15th Beptett:ler. Hect>ers art ask.eel to be there at t 0.30 a.c.. to 
enSU1'e that the eoacb leaves PJ'OIIJltl1 on t tae. ffl.e pC'tf wlll proc eed io the Royal Otlk 
Hoiel, Hald st.one, where tl'le Club' s President , John Wemham, wlll welcome them to lunch-
eon tn the oat Rom. There wtll be at least one special guest or honour · ttr. c . H. 
Qiapan , the ram::as • H.agnet.11 illustrator . Lunch will be&ln at t p.m.. and around 3 p. m. 
the party w:111 mYe orr (by coech} to Mr'. Wemhamts bcuse , a rew mlfl1tes llfaY, t or the 
actual Neettng . The coach wlll l eave tor Lendon at 7JJ PA 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
~ Coo:! loose copte, or boond Tolumea contain ing tiff/ ot the toUcwt~ Hcnet a -
l'i..r.32, 131 to 11.B Inclus ive, 195, a:>S, ID , 238, 239, 'Zll, J18, }19, 353, lJ:10, 417, 422, 
921, 924, 925, 9J6, 91.D, 942, 9'P, <Jtp, 916, 951, 965, 967, 988, 936. Moat Issue, 
between 821 and 890, 900. ODii - MlY tuies between ll)O and 500. twJ7 tames between 

~~ 1: ·~ 1
'° ~ !3f9.,~f90~o~~s~~~~~s~rt6:17t!33~1=· 

has ccq,lete Ntl or Ciec_ ~t end Populr bQC. needs ainr good replacement copte, 
be!ON haftng tlnal blndtng ~ done. 

D\JC F.lTNE EICQBIOR ED.EE CiRClfE ~ Sii.BI ~ UREI' 

++++++++++++++++++++ +++++++ ++++++ 
ADVERTISE in the 1963 COIJ.ECTORS' DIGEST ANNUAL 

Edttea · bJ &>to..f'Qne, &xcel a1.cr 11.ou.se. Grove Road. .. .&urblton,..Sun-e,. 
~lfcated b)' Tork 1'.lpUcatlng l enlcea, 12.a flle Sbs:Dl ea, Tort.. 


